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General Information 
 

ACU exists to provide education for both full-time Christian workers and Christians who work in various 

professions. Christians may have different vocations, but are working to glorify our Lord Jesus Christ. This 

emphasis makes ACU more than just a place to get a higher education degree. What happens on this campus 

community is discoveryñof ideas, of oneself, of life, and most importantly, of God and His will. The campus of 

Arizona Christian University is located in the scenic Paradise Valley area twelve miles north of downtown 

Phoenix.  The setting is a valley surrounded by picturesque mountains in the midst of the distinctive semi-arid 

environment of Arizona. 

 

Mission Statement 
 

òArizona Christian University provides a biblically integrated education that prepares its graduates to serve the 

Lord Jesus Christ in ministries and professional occupations.ó 

 

Goals of the University 
 

Arizona Christian University accomplishes its mission by providing goals that define desirable student 

attributes and provide a foundation for educational growth and ministry experience. 

 

1. Communication: This goal stresses the need for the students to articulate acquired foundational 

knowledge within a biblical worldview.  Students must realize that oral and written communication 

skills are fundamental attributes required in all ministries and professional occupations.  

 

2. Critical Thinking: This goal focuses on the importance of analysis and problem solving skills.  Students 

must understand research methodology and be able to evaluate differing points of view. 

 

3. Biblical Literacy and Integration: This goal emphasizes the requirement for competence in biblical 

knowledge and systematized theological principles. It presumes utilization of literal-grammatical-

historical interpretative principles and thoughtful personal application in both vocational and non-

vocational arenas.  

 

4. Technological Literacy: Technology is the fastest growing area in todayõs culture. This goal mandates 

the integration of computer skills with academic programs and ministry. Students must be able to 

respond to the rapid changes in production and transmission of information in order to be responsible 

citizens in the global community. 

 

5. Personal and Professional Ethics: This goal accentuates the need for students to develop a mindset 

and lifestyle that conforms to the image of Jesus Christ. It presupposes the dignity of all persons 

created in the image of God.  Students are mentored to live a life of integrity, to grow and mature in 

Christian character, to serve the body of Christ, and to live as responsible citizens. 

 

6. Interpersonal Skills: This goal affirms the need for students to interact thoughtfully and 

compassionately within a team. It presumes the ability to develop listening skills and manifest 

sensitivity to cultural, racial, and gender differences. Students who emerge as leaders within the 

group must serve others with humility modeled by Jesus Christ. 
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History 
 

Classes were initially held in the educational facilities of Bethel Baptist Church in Phoenix. Plans for developing 

a new campus led to the construction of four new buildings and the remodeling of an existing structure on a 

35-acre plot in Paradise Valley.  The land had been donated to the Arizona Baptist Convention with a 

stipulation that a Christian school be established on the property. The college moved to the new site in 

September, 1964. 

 

Since then, the college has had an ever-widening ministry. In 1975, the Arizona State Board of Education 

approved the teacher training degree program. In 1996, a Secondary Education major was added and the 

Christian Ministries major began to offer minors in Youth, Counseling, and Business as part of its professional 

program.  Business and Counseling majors were added in 1999.  A Music major was added in 2002. 

 

Arizona Christian University is accredited by the Higher Learning Commission of the North Central Association 

of Colleges and Schools, 30 N. LaSalle Street, Suite 2400, Chicago, IL 60602-2504, 312 -263-0456; Fax: 312-

263-7462. We are also affiliated with the Association for Biblical Higher Education, 5575 S. Semoran Blvd., 

Suite 26, Orlando, FL  32822 -1781, Phone: 407-207-0808  Fax: 407-207-0840. 

 

As an accredited, degree-granting institution, Arizona Christian University draws students from around the 

world, and the universityõs ministry to the evangelical community continues to expand. 

 

Statement of Faith 
 

The University shall be positively conservative in its stand regarding the Scriptures, in their 66 canonical books, 

as being the only trustworthy and authoritative written revelation of God. Its fellowship and discipline shall be 

predicated upon the following Declaration of Faith: 

 

1.    I believe in the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments as being verbally inspired by God and 

therefore as being inerrant in the original writings and the supreme and final authority in faith and 

life. 2 Timothy 3:16-17; Psalm 19:7; Isaiah 8:20; 2 Peter 1:20-21 

 

2. I believe in one God, eternally existing in three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Isaiah 45:21-22; 

Jeremiah 10:10; Genesis 1:26; Matthew 28:19; John 1:1-14; Matthew 3:17 

 

3. I believe that Jesus Christ was conceived by the Holy Spirit, was born of the Virgin Mary, is true God 

and true man, and is the only Mediator between God and man. Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:18-25; Luke 

1:26-38; Luke 2:1-7; John 1:1-14; Galatians 4:4; 1 Timothy 2:5 

 

4. I believe that man was created in the image of God, but that he sinned and thereby incurred physical 

death and spiritual death which is separation from God.  Genesis 1:27; 1:31; 2:7; 2:6-17; Genesis 3; I 

Corinthians 15:21; Romans 6:23 

 

5. I believe in the atoning death of the Lord Jesus Christ as a substitutionary sacrifice for our sins, and 

that all who believe in Him are justified on the grounds of His shed blood. I Peter 1:18-19; 2:24; Acts 

16:31; Ephesians 1:7; John 1:7; Ephesians 2:13; Revelation 1:5; 12:11 

 

6. I believe that all who receive the Lord Jesus Christ by faith are born again of the Holy Spirit, and 

baptized by Him into that spiritual body (church) of which Christ is the head.  John 3:3-7; 1:12-13; 

14:16-17; I Corinthians 12:12-13; Colossians 1:18, 24 

 

7. I believe in the eternal security of all who trust in our Lord Jesus Christ as personal Savior. John 3:16; 

3:36; 10:28-29; Romans 8:35-39; 2 Timothy 1:12; Jude 1 
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8. I believe in the resurrection of the crucified body of our Lord, in His ascension into Heaven, and in His 

present life there for us as High Priest and Advocate.  Psalm 16:10; Matthew 28; Mark 16; Luke 24; 

John 20-21; Acts 2:22-36; I     Corinthians 15; Acts 1:10-11; Hebrews 5:1-10; 7:23-28; I John 2:1 

 

9. I believe in òthat blessed hope,ó  the personal, premillennial, and pretribulational  return of our Lord 

Jesus Christ to rapture the Church (John 14:1-6; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Titus 2:11-13) and His 

visible Second Coming to the earth to establish His kingdom (Psalm 2:1-9; Isaiah 9:6-7; Daniel 7:13-

14; Zechariah 14:1-9; Acts 1:6-11; Revelation 19:11-20:15). 

 

10. I believe in the observance of two ordinances by the church: the baptizing of believers in water and 

the serving of the Lordõs Supper in worship. Matthew 28:19-20; Acts 8:34-39; Romans 6:1-11; 

Matthew 26:26-29; I Corinthians 11:20-34 

 

11. I believe that a local New Testament Church consists of a company of baptized believers who have 

voluntarily associated themselves for worship, for instruction, and for service to our Lord.  Acts 2:41-

47; 1 Corinthians 14:26; 1 Timothy 3:14-15; Titus 1:5; 2:1-10 

 

12. I believe that a local New Testament Church is a worshiping body of believers committed to reaching 

the lost. Moreover, it must be free from interference by any political authority. Therefore, the Church 

and state must be kept separate as having different functions, each fulfilling its duties free from the 

dictates or patronage of the other. Acts 6:3-6; Acts 4:19-20; Acts 5:29; Acts 13:2-4; Acts 15:2; Acts 

15:22-31 

 

13. I believe in the bodily resurrection of the saved and lost. The saved shall appear in Heaven at the 

Judgment Seat of Christ to receive rewards and to dwell with Him for all eternity. The lost shall be 

judged at the Great White Throne and be cast into eternal hell. John 5:25-29; I Thessalonians 4:13-

18; Ephesians 2:8-9; I Corinthians 3:11-15; Luke 16:19-31; Revelation 20:11-15; I Corinthians 15:35-

58; Romans 14:10-12; 2 Corinthians 5:9-10 

 

14. I believe that every human being is directly responsible to God in matters of faith and life, and that 

each should be free to worship God according to the dictates of his own conscience.  Deuteronomy 

24:16; Ezekiel 18:1-4; Matthew 22:21; Mark 9:38-40; Romans 14:10-12; 1 Corinthians 10:23-33 

 

Location 
 

The campus of Arizona Christian University is located in the scenic Paradise Valley area twelve miles north of 

downtown Phoenix.  The setting is a valley surrounded by picturesque mountains in the midst of the distinctive 

semi-arid environment of Arizona. 

 

Phoenix, capital of the state of Arizona and a rapidly growing metropolis of over four million people, is the 

center of influence for a vast area of the Southwest.  A multitude of outstanding tourist attractions such as the 

Grand Canyon, Monument Valley, Sedona, Roosevelt Dam, Lakes Havasu, Mead, and Powell, the Petrified 

Forest, Montezumaõs Castle, London Bridge, and many others are in easy driving range. The winter resort areas 

of Phoenix, Tucson, and Mesa, and the opportunity to go òsouth of the borderó into Mexico, add further 

interest.  

 

The cultural features of the Phoenix area are many and varied, including the Heard Museum, Phoenix Art 

Museum, Desert Botanical Garden, Phoenix Symphony, Phoenix Zoo, and the modern, spacious Phoenix 

Central Library. Other institutions of higher learning in close proximity are Arizona State University and several 

community and private colleges.  

 

Phoenix is also the home of many professional sports teams, including the Cardinals (football), Suns 

(basketball), Coyotes (ice hockey), Diamondbacks (baseball), and the Cactus League spring training camps for 

professional baseball teams. 
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Facilities 
 

Upon relocation of the college in 1964, apartments were constructed for student housing. A new student 

center building was completed in the fall of 1966, providing dining room facilities and student social space. A 

two-story dormitory building was constructed in 1969. In 1977, the Centennial Building was added which 

houses administrative offices, classrooms, a computer lab, and faculty offices. 

 

The R.S. Beal, Sr. Library seeks to serve the information needs of students, faculty and staff with a variety of 

services and library collections. The library facility is over 3,000 square feet and houses a collection of over 

53,000 volumes of books, periodicals and microfiche. The library also has a growing collection of DVDs and 

videos. In addition the library offers online access to a variety of general and specialized databases to over 

19,500 electronic books and 3,240 full text electronic journals and magazines. Group study and silent 

individual study space is also available for all students. The library staff is available to aid students in finding 

research material. 

 

Campus of Arizona Christian University 
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Accreditation and Academic Standing 
 

Accredited by: 
 

Á The Higher Learning Commission and a member of the North Central Association. www.ncahlc.org 

312.263.0456  

 

Affiliations: 
 

Á The Association for Biblical Higher Education (ABHE) www.abhe.org. 407.207.0808  

Á Council for Christian Colleges and Universities (CCCU) www.cccu.org 

 

Listed in: 
 

Á The current edition of Accredited Institutions of Post-Secondary Education and Programs published for 

the Council on Post-Secondary Accreditation by the American Council on Education. 

Á The current edition of the Education Directory, Colleges and Universities, by the National Center for 

Education Statistics. 

 

Approved by: 
 

Á The State of Arizona Veteran Service Commission Education Division. 

Á The Arizona State Board of Education for teacher training in Elementary and Secondary 

Education in preparation for state certification. 

Á The United States Department of Justice for education of international students. 

 

Licensed by: 
 

Á The Arizona State Board for Private Postsecondary Education. 

 

Member of: 
 

Á The American Association of Collegiate Registrars and Admissions Officers (AACRAO) 

Á The National Association of College and University Business Officers (NACUBO) 

Á The Arizona Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators (AASFAA) 

Á The Western Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators (WASFAA) 

Á The National Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators (NASFAA) 

Á The Association of Independent Colleges and Universities of Arizona (ICUA) 

Á National Association of Christian College Admissions Personnel (NACCAP) 

Á National Association of College Admission Counseling (NACAC) 

Á National Christian College Athletic Association (NCCAA Division II) 

Á Council for Christian Colleges & Universities (CCCU)- Affiliate member 

Á Association of Business Administrators of Christian Colleges(ABACC) 

Á National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA) 

Á The Association of Christian Schools International 

 

 

 

http://www.ncahlc.org/
http://www.abhe.org/


 12 

University Life 
 

Itõs what most people remember best about Arizona Christian University (formerly Southwestern College) - the 

friendship discovered where youõd least expect it, the laughter shared over lunch, the exhilaration of screaming 

yourself hoarse at a sports event. 

 

Because a University is so much more than merely lectures and tests, at Arizona Christian University we 

provide a variety of activities, chances for interaction, opportunities for growth and times to build friendships 

that will last a lifetime. 

 

Spiritual Life 
 
The Faculty & Staff at ACU are highly committed to creating an atmosphere conducive for spiritual growth.  ACU 

encourages all students to daily seek God through the reading of scripture (Psalm 119:105) and through 

continual prayer (Luke 18:1).  We believe that spiritual formation happens in our head, heart, and hands.  

Therefore, we have created opportunities for growth to happen through discipleship, prayer, community 

outreach, missions, Bible studies, and chapel. 

 

 

Standards of Christian Conduct 
 

It is recognized that standards and restrictions in themselves do not produce spirituality or add character. Not 

all Christians agree on what should be included in guidelines for a Christian lifestyle. However, the university, to 

further its institutional objectives and to maintain its institutional integrity, has adopted these minimal 

standards. 

 

The University requires that students abstain from the use of tobacco in any form; possession or use of 

alcoholic beverages; possession or use of illegal narcotics and habit-forming drugs; gambling in any form; and 

possession or use of any literature, picture, film, stage production, video, or music that is immoral or spiritually 

debilitating. An expanded explanation of the Universityõs expectation for student behavior and its biblical basis 

are found in the Student Life Handbook. Students are asked to sign a Statement of Commitment yearly that 

expresses their knowledge of and intent to comply with the requirements of the Student Life Handbook. 

 

All students will be expected to abide by these standards while in semester. Departure from these standards 

will subject any full or part-time student to discipline. 

 

Chapel Attendance 
 

Chapel provides inspiration and corporate worship for the university family. It is a vital part of the spiritual and 

academic experience at Arizona Christian. 

 

Attendance is required for all students taking 12 or more credit hours. See the Student Life Handbook for 

policies and procedures. 

 

University Activities 
 

Extracurricular activities at ACU provide students with a variety of opportunities to learn leadership skills and 

participate in meaningful social contexts. 
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Student organizations include Student Missionary Fellowship, Fellowship of Christian Athletes, Chorale, 

Jubilate, instrumental and choral groups, Student Life Council, Students in Free Enterprise (SIFE), yearbook 

staff, and small accountability groups. Intercollegiate sports for men and women include menõs and womenõs 

basketball, womenõs volleyball, menõs and womenõs cross country, menõs and womenõs golf, menõs and 

womenõs soccer and baseball.  In addition, intramural sports are also played throughout the school year. 

 

Campus-wide activities are Christmas and Spring Banquets, chapel, mission trips, music recitals and university 

drama productions.  Special activities are sponsored by student government.  An activity fee will be charged to 

all students registered for nine or more hours. 

 

Non-Discriminatory Policy 
 

Arizona Christian University does not discriminate on the basis of gender, race, national or ethnic origin, 

handicaps, or age in administration of its educational policies, admission policies, financial aid programs, 

athletics, and other university-administered programs. 

 

University Services 
 

University services include on-campus housing, meal service, laundry facilities for campus residents, and an 

on-line bookstore for the purchase of textbooks. 

 

Academic Advising 
 

Each student is assigned a faculty advisor who provides academic guidance as well as supportive care during 

the studentõs time at Arizona Christian University. Even though assistance is provided for academic planning, 

students must be aware that they are ultimately responsible for staying on track with the academic program so 

that graduation requirements will be met.  In addition, ACUõs Academic Advisor is available by appointment. 

 

Orientation for New Students 
 

New and transfer students participate in a special program of activities at the beginning of fall and spring 

semesters.  Orientation activities include social events designed to help students meet other students, 

administrators, faculty, and staff. It is also designed to assist new and transfer students to adjust to college 

community life and study, and to give the student practical help for a successful college career at ACU.  Various 

members of the professorial staff are available to give new students exposure to the university as a whole.  

Placement and assessment examinations are required for all new and transfer students. 

 

Employment 
 

Opportunities for employment in the Phoenix metropolitan area are varied.  Businesses near the campus have 

been a source of jobs for Arizona Christian University students. 

 

Opportunities for employment by the university are provided under the Federal Work Study Program.  In order 

to qualify, students must demonstrate financial need and show academic promise sufficient to maintain good 

standing. Further information may be obtained by contacting the Financial Aid Office. 

 

Enrolled students may be restricted in the total number of hours per week they are authorized to work; the 

limitations are determined by the number of semester hours they are carrying in any given semester. 
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Health Considerations 
 

Any student desiring to participate in intercollegiate sports must obtain an examination by a physician, and 

additional examinations may be required periodically during such participation. 

 

Medical Insurance 
 

All enrolled students carrying nine or more semester hours or living on campus are required to enroll in the 

group medical insurance plan made available through the university or present evidence that they are already 

covered by an adequate alternative insurance plan. 

 

Motor Vehicles 
 

All student vehicles must be registered with the university.  A nominal fee is charged for registering these 

vehicles. 
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Admission Policies 
 

Application Procedure 
 

Completed applications must be submitted to the Admissions Office or completed on-line at 

www.arizonachristian.edu.  In addition to the application, the following items are required: 

 $30 Application Fee 

 Pastor/Youth Pastor Recommendation Form 

 High School Transcripts or GED scores 

 College Transcripts of all schools attended (if applicable) 

 Official ACT/SAT scores for all new students. Transfer students who have successfully completed 12 

credit hours with a 2.0 GPA or higher of at least 100 level coursework from a regionally accredited 

institution of higher learning are not required to submit ACT or SAT scores. 

 

When all forms have been received and evaluated, the applicant will be notified of the Admission Committeeõs 

decision.  The Admissions Committee may request additional information and/or a personal interview with a 

member of the Admissions Committee. 

 

Applications should be submitted no later than July 1st (or the first following business day if this date falls on a 

non-business day) for fall semester and November 1st (or the first following business day if this date falls on a 

non-business day) for spring semester.  Late applications will be considered on a case-by-case basis. 

 

Acceptance Standards 
 

Academic Standards 
 

Acceptance by Arizona Christian University requires a high school diploma. Preparatory studies in English, 

Math, Science, and Social Studies are desirable. 

 

All applicants high school graduates, home school graduates, and General Equivalent Diplomas (GED) are 

considered for admissions on the basis of their overall academic performance and satisfactory scores on a 

standardized evaluation test (ACT or SAT).  Transfer students who have successfully completed 12 credit hours 

(2.0 GPA or higher) of at least 100 level of general coursework or higher from a regionally accredited institution 

of higher learning are not required to submit ACT or SAT Scores.  

 

Spiritual Standards 
 

The goal of Arizona Christian University is to cultivate the spiritual life of each student and to prepare each 

student for Christian service, therefore, it is required that the applicant have a personal relationship with Jesus 

Christ.  The application procedures require a written testimony from the applicant.  Each applicant should give 

evidence of a Christian life that is clearly recognizable by fellow Christians. Applicants should be members in 

good standing of an Evangelical church.  

 

Non-Discriminatory Policy 
 

Arizona Christian University does not discriminate on the on the basis of gender, race, national, or ethnic origin, 

handicaps, or age in administration of its educational policies, admissions policies, financial aid programs, 

athletics, and other college-administered programs. 
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Transfer Students 
 

The student requesting transfer of credit earned from another college or university must submit official 

academic transcripts of work completed to be evaluated.  It is the responsibility of the student to request 

official transcripts to be mailed directly to the Admissions Office at Arizona Christian University. 

 

Please Note: Transferred credits are not figured into the studentõs GPA; only credits earned at ACU are used.  

(See section entitled òTransfer Creditó for university policy explaining what credits will be accepted toward 

completing requirements for a degree program at ACU.) 

 

International Students 
 

The university is authorized under federal law to enroll nonimmigrant alien students. At least six months should 

be allowed for processing applications for such students. 

 

International students must follow the application procedure indicated above along with submitting the 

following additional documents: 

Á International Student Certification of Finances 

Á English language requirement: Any student for which English is not the original language will be required to 

demonstrate proficiency. This may be done by transfer of college credits from an English speaking 

institution or a  TOEFL score of at least 500 (paper), 173 (computer) or 61 (internet) 

Á Transcripts evaluated from all previous non-U.S. institutions 

Á Visa (Please see: www.state.gov) 

 

Upon receipt of the above documents and acceptance to the university, the student will be issued an INS Form 

I-20. 

 

Veterans and War Orphans 
 

Arizona Christian University is authorized for the training of veterans and war orphans under the VA chapters 

30, 31, 32, 33, 35, and 106.  The student should contact the local Veterans Administration Office for a 

Certificate of Eligibility well in advance of plans to attend Arizona Christian University.  Any questions 

concerning veterans and war orphan benefits should be directed to the Registrarõs Office.  Please also see the 

VA website: www.gibill.va.gov. 

 

Readmission 
 

Any former student who fails to register within a five-year period must complete an academic file with the 

Registrarõs Office before being readmitted to Arizona Christian University.  Reapplication, a new Pastorõs 

Recommendation form, and all transcripts of completed college work must be submitted before readmission 

can be approved.  The student will be readmitted under the current catalog at the time of readmission. A 

student will be allowed a maximum of nine years following re-enrollment at Arizona Christian University to 

complete the requirements for a degree. 
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Financial Information 
 

At ACU, we are here to help you as you decide how best to pay for your college education.  Our staff can assist 

you with determining your charges, financial aid and selecting the appropriate payment plan.   

 

Tuition and Fees 
 

The university attempts to keep student costs to a minimum. To help students meet their share of the costs, 

financial assistance may be available through scholarships and federal/state student aid programs. 

 

Textbook Expenses 
 

Costs of books vary widely, depending upon courses and student needs. In general, an entering student should 

be prepared to spend at least $500 per semester for books and supplies. 

 

Payment of Accounts 
 

Student bills are due and payable in full at the time of registration. For those who cannot pay in full, a payment 

plan can be arranged through ECSI.  An interest rate of 1% per month (12% per year) will be charged on any 

unpaid student accounts.  

 

Students whose accounts fall more than a month behind cannot continue to attend classes without making 

satisfactory arrangements with the Business Office. All financial accounts must be paid in full before diplomas, 

transcripts, and placement folders can be released. 

 

Refund Policy 
 

Refunds are available only to students who officially reduce their course load or withdraw from the university in 

accordance with the procedures specified in this catalog. The amount of refund will be based on the date on 

which the Change of Load Slip or Withdrawal Slip is completed and will be computed according to the following 

schedule. Payments to student accounts which result in a credit balance will be refunded five days after a 

request has been received. Refund requests will not be processed until a credit balance appears on the 

studentõs monthly statement. 

 

Refund of Tuition 
 

During the 1st week of classéé..é   90% 

During the 2nd ð 3rd week of class ..... 80%  

During the 4th ð 5th week of class ...... 70% 

During the 6th week of class .............. 60% 

During the 7th ð 8th week of class ...... 50% 

No refund will be issued after the 8th week 

 

The return of Title IV funds will be calculated according to the federal regulations. 
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Refunds 
 

Campus Living Expenses 
 

Room and board charges will be refunded using the same scale as tuition. 

 

Refund of Fees 
 

All fees, except music, are non-refundable. Music fees are governed by the tuition refund policy.  

 

Financial Aid 
 

General Types of Financial Assistance 
 

Á Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) 

Á Federal Work Study Employment (FWS) 

Á Federal Pell Grant 

Á Institutional Scholarships 

Á Federal Direct Loans 

Á Arizona Leveraging Educational Assistance Partnership (LEAP) 

Á Federal Supplemental Education Opportunity Grants (FSEOG) 

Á Federal PLUS Loan 

Á Academic Competitive Grant (ACG) 

Á Federal TEACH Grant 

Á Arizona State Grants (PEG, PFAP, SLEAP, ACAAP, EGSG) 

 

Eligibility Requirements 
 

The application Priority Date for Financial Aid is April 1st for all students 

 

Completed applications (all forms and necessary documentation) received by the priority date assure 

applicants that they will be considered for applicable aid programs at Arizona Christian University.  Applications 

received after this date will be processed according to the date received and the availability of funds. 

 

1 Only students who are United States citizens or permanent residents are eligible for federal financial aid. 

 

2 Students must be in good standing and making satisfactory progress toward a degree (see Standards of 

Progress). 

 

3 Students must be carrying at least a half-time academic load for federal student loans.(For financial aid 

purposes, undergraduates enrolled for a minimum of 12 semester hours are considered full-time and 

students enrolled for 6 semester hours are considered half-time.) 

 

4 To participate in Federal and State Aid Programs, the student must complete the FAFSA available at 

www.fafsa.ed.gov.  
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Application Procedure 
 

1 Applicants for federal financial aid should complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).  

Students apply for the FAFSA on the web at www.fafsa.ed.gov.  Applicants must complete the application 

form and submit it to the Federal Processor. 

2 Students must reapply for all types of financial aid each new academic year and complete an Institutional 

Financial Aid Application.  This application is available on the Virtual Financial Aid Office link on the ACU 

website. 

3 It takes approximately two to three weeks for the government to process the Financial Aid form and it 

takes Arizona Christian University at least two weeks to inform applicants of the status of their financial aid 

applications once all the required information is received. Applicants should remember this timetable and 

apply early. Income amounts on the form must be actual, as reported on the Federal Income Tax Forms. If 

chosen for verification, a student must submit all documents requested by the Financial Aid Office. 

4 All changes affecting the award of aid such as receiving a scholarship, dropping course loads below a 

projected minimum, changing marital status, or any other change, which varies from the originally 

submitted information, must be reported to the Financial Aid Office. 

 

Non-Discriminatory Policy 
 

Arizona Christian University does not discriminate on the basis of gender, race, national or ethnic origin, 

handicaps, or age in administration of its educational policies, admissions policies, financial aid programs, 

athletics, and other university-administered programs. 

 

Scholarship Eligibility 
 

Every semester, Arizona Christian University awards scholarships to qualified students. (Detailed information 

on scholarship aid is available on the Financial Aid website.)  All scholarships are awarded on the basis of the 

individualõs acceptance as a full-time student at the college. It is, therefore, in the studentõs best interest to 

complete the admissions process at the earliest possible date. 

 

Most scholarships are awarded for one year only and are normally divided evenly between the fall and spring 

semesters.  The student must reapply for all scholarships each academic year. 

 

Scholarships are awarded with the understanding that a student will complete the semester for which the 

award is received. A student must be in good standing and making satisfactory progress in order to receive a 

scholarship. 

 

No student may receive scholarships from Arizona Christian University in excess of full tuition.  Arizona 

Christian University scholarships are non-transferable.  Please see scholarship brochure for more details. 

 

Additional information on current scholarships, grants, loans, may be found on the Financial Aid website, as 

well as information about financial aid policies pertaining to class attendance, recalculation of awards, and 

repayment of funds.   

 

Scholarships  
 

All Arizona Christian University Scholarships require students to be enrolled full time and maintain a minimum 

cumulative 2.0 GPA (unless otherwise noted).    
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Merit 
First-time Freshman 

Servant Leadersõ Scholarship (Full Tuition) 
Requirements: Minimum 3.75 GPA (non-weighted) AND ACT 25 composite score or SAT 1130 combined 

math/verbal score. Available to first-time freshman students ONLY.  

Renewal: 3.5 cumulative GPA 

 
Limited number awarded. Application and interview required. Contact your Admission Advisor for application 

deadlines and additional scholarship information. 

 

Pierson Missionary Leadersõ Scholarship ($10,000) 
Requirements:  Minimum 3.75 GPA (non-weighted) and/or top 15% of graduating class, and/or ACT 25 

composite score or SAT 1130 combined math/verbal score 

*must meet at least two of the above requirements. Home school students must meet GPA and ACT/SAT 

requirements. Renewal: 3.5 cumulative GPA 

 

Presidentõs Scholarship ($6,000) 
Requirements: Minimum 3.5 GPA (non-weighted) and/or ACT 23 composite score or SAT 1050 combined 

math/verbal 

Renewal: 3.0 cumulative GPA 

 

Deanõs Scholarship ($4,000) 
Requirements: Minimum 3.0 GPA (non-weighted) and/or ACT 21 composite score or SAT 980 combined 

math/verbal 

Renewal: 2.75 cumulative GPA 

 
 

Transfer Student 
 

Transfer Honor Scholarship ($6,000) 
Requirements: Minimum 3.5 cumulative GPA with 24 transfer hours 

Renewal: 3.5 cumulative GPA 

 

Transfer Excellence Scholarship ($4,000) 
Requirements: Minimum 3.0 cumulative GPA with 24 transfer hours 

Renewal: 3.0 cumulative GPA 
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Faith & Service  
Christian High School Graduate Scholarship ($2,500) 
Requirements: Graduate from Christian High School. Top 50% of graduating class OR minimum 3.0 GPA OR 

minimum ACT 21 composite or SAT 980 combined math/verbal score. Available to first-time freshman 

students ONLY. 

Renewal: 3.0 cumulative GPA 

*must meet at least one of the above requirements. 

 

Micah 6:8 Service Scholarship ($2,000) 
Requirements: Minimum 2.5 GPA (cumulative). Separate application and essay required. Preference is given to 

students with community service and leadership experience. Application available in late spring.  

 

Christian Workersõ Dependent Scholarship ($2,000) 
For dependent children of active pastors, church staff, missionaries, Christian school employee, and other full 

time ministry roles. A confirmation letter from employer confirming full time employment required. 

 

Church Matching (up to $2,000) 
Must receive financial sponsorship from a church. ACU will match up to $500 of support per semester. Church 

Matching Application required. Sponsorship check should be payable to Arizona Christian University and 

attached to application. If sponsoring for both Fall and Spring semesters, checks should be written separately 

for each semester (submitted in August and January).  

 

Alumni Dependent Scholarship ($2,000) 
For dependent children of graduated alumni of ACU. Student should mark òalumnió on Financial Aid application 

or talk with their admission advisor. 

 

Adult Learner Ministry Grant ($175 per credit hour) 
For students at least 23 years of age who are preparing for full-time church ministry. May only attend part time 

(up to 9 credit hours). Letter from Church/Ministry confirming employment required. 
 

Heart & Seoul Gospel Ministries Scholarship ($3,000) 
Minimum 3.0 GPA. Desire to work in Korean or third world missions. Separate application and interview 

required. Must reapply each year. Application deadline: April 1, 2011.  

 

AWANA Scholarship Citation Award ($3,000) 
Requirements: Minimum cumulative 2.0 GPA. Verification letter from AWANA headquarters or local church 

required. 

 

AWANA Scholarship Meritorious Award ($2,000) 
Requirements: Minimum cumulative 2.0 GPA. Verification letter from AWANA headquarters or local church 

required. 
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Other  
Music Scholarships (varies) 
These audition-based annual scholarships are awarded to students who demonstrate exceptional music talent. 

Vocal and instrumental scholarships are available and awarded on an audition-basis only. Contact the Music 

Department for complete details.  

 

Athletic Scholarships (varies) 
These tryout-based annual scholarships are awarded to students who demonstrate exceptional athletic talent. 

Scholarships are determined by the Athletic Department. Contact the Athletic Department for complete details.  

 

Multi-Ethnic & Minority Scholarship ($1,000) 
This stackable and renewable scholarship is based on demonstrated financial need and is renewable with 

satisfactory academic progress.  

 

Multiple Student Scholarship ($2,000) 
This stackable and renewable scholarship is available when two or more immediate family members are 

enrolled concurrently at Arizona Christian University. Applies to dependent siblings OR independent married 

couples.   

 

ACU Grant (varies) 
Additional scholarships are available to students based on demonstrated financial need. A separate 

application is required for these scholarships. Application available late Spring. 

 

ACU Grants are made possible by donations from friends of ACU including, but 

not limited to: Davidson, Dowell, C. Lewis Montgomery, Rock, Taylor, Pierson, 

Barbara Judd Memorial, Ruth V. Beighley, Bryan Hopper, Southwest 

Conservative Baptist Women, Pastor Don Engram Honorary, Pickering and 

West Sedona. 

 

Honor Awards  
The Honor Award is granted each semester to students with exceptional GPAs. Students must attend two 

consecutive semesters of attendance before receiving Honor awards. 

 

4.00 GPA $500  

3.75 GPA $375  

3.50 GPA $250 
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State Aid Programs 
 

Arizona Leveraging Educational Assistance Partnership (LEAP) 
 

This program provides grants to students with demonstrated financial need up to $2,000 annually.  The 

student must be a resident of Arizona, a full-time student and enrolled in an Associate or Bachelor Degree 

program.  Only Business, Behavioral Studies, Music, and Education Majors are eligible at Arizona Christian 

University. 

 

Arizona Private Postsecondary Education Student Financial Assistance Program 

(PFAP) 
 

This program is funded by the State of Arizona for public community college graduates attending private 

postsecondary institutions.  The student must be a resident of Arizona and a U.S. citizen or eligible non-citizen, 

be a full-time student, and demonstrate financial need and be PELL eligible.  Must complete FAFSA at 

www.FAFSA.ed.gov and State Grant application at www.azgrants.gov.  Students can qualify for up to $2,000 

annually for two years.  

 

Postsecondary Education Grant (PEG) 
 

This program is funded by the State of Arizona and provides funding for up to $2,000 annually.  To qualify a 

student must be a resident of the State of Arizona and U.S. citizen or eligible non-citizen.  Requirements 

include completing the FAFSA at www.FAFSA.ed.gov and the State Grant application at www.azgrants.gov.  This 

grant is directed to recent high school graduates with a 2.5 GPA and rank in the upper 50% of their class, or a 

first-time college student over the age of 22, or a continuing college student making satisfactory academic 

progress. 

 

Early Graduation Scholarship Grant Program (EGSG) 
 

This state-funded program provides up to $2,000 annually for high school students who graduate at least one 

semester early from an Arizona charter or public high school.  In addition, a student must achieve passing 

scores on all components of the Arizona Instrument to Measure Standards (AIMS) test.  The student must be a 

U.S. citizen or eligible non-citizen and be a resident of the State of Arizona for at least the past twelve months.  

Must complete FAFSA at www.FAFSA.ed.gov and the State Grant application at www.azgrants.gov.   

 

Federal Aid Programs 
 

Federal Pell Grant Program 
 

This program provides need-based grants to eligible undergraduates.  Financial need is determined by the 

Department of Education using a standard formula.  Students must apply for financial aid by completing the 

FAFSA at www.FAFSA.ed.gov.  The maximum Pell Grant award is currently $5,550 per year. 

 

Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant (FSEOG) 
 

This program provides need-based grants to eligible undergraduates.  At Arizona Christian University eligible 

students can receive up to $1,000 a year.  To qualify students must apply for financial aid by completing the 

FAFSA at www.FAFSA.ed.gov.   

 

  

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
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Academic Competitiveness Grant (ACG) * funding not available for 2011-2012 award year 

 

This program provides need-based grants to eligible high school students entering college for the first time.  

Students who qualify can receive $750 their first year and $1,300 their sophomore year.  To qualify you must 

be a U.S. citizen or permanent resident, attend full-time, be a Pell Recipient, and have completed a rigorous 

high school curriculum as defined by each state.  Students must apply for financial aid by completing the 

FAFSA at www.FAFSA.ed.gov.  

 

Teach Grant 
 

This program provides up to $4,000 per year to students enrolled as an undergraduate, post baccalaureate, or 

graduate student in a post-secondary institution.  Students must commit to teach at least four years in a low-

income school.  A minimum 3.25 GPA is required each semester to maintain the TEACH grant.  Student must 

complete and Agreement to Serve (ATS) each year to request the TEACH grant.   www.teach-ats.ed.gov. 

 

Federal Stafford Loan 
 

Low interest student loans are available to students who apply for financial aid by completing the FAFSA at 

www.FAFSA.ed.gov.   Totals identified below are available to all students within an academic year and are as 

follows: 

Freshmen $5,500 

Sophomore $6,500 

Junior  $7,500 

Senior  $7,500 

 

Funds may be subsidized (government pays interest while student is in school) or unsubsidized (student is 

responsible for interest while in school) depending on financial need.  Additional funds are available to 

independent students or dependent students whose parent(s) process a Parent Loan.  To qualify a student 

must attend at least on a half-time basis. 

 

Federal Parent Plus Loan 
 

Fixed-interest loan available to parents of dependent students. PLUS loan is credit-based loan and requires a 

separate application and Master Promissory Note completed by the parent.  Payments can be deferred while 

the student is enrolled at least half-time. (If a parent is not eligible for the PLUS loan, the student becomes 

eligible for an additional $4,000 in their Direct Unsubsidized Loan) 

 

Alternative Loans 
 

Students can pursue alternative loans that support higher interest rates to help finance their education.  

Securing these loans is based on previous credit history and may require a co-signer to obtain.  Please discuss 

all options with the Financial Aid office before applying for an alternative loan. 

 

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
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Academic Information 
 

At Arizona Christian University, formerly Southwestern College, our mission is to educate and equip followers of 

Christ to transform culture with the truth. The rigorous curriculum provides students an opportunity to write 

insightfully, speak effectively, and think critically about issues so they can engage the world for Jesus Christ. 

Earning a baccalaureate degree in any of our academic degree programs provides an outstanding foundation 

for life and future studies. In keeping with our mission, with few exceptions, all undergraduate students 

complete a minor in Bible as part of their Bachelorõs degree requirements. Other minor fields are optional. This 

emphasis makes Arizona Christian University more than just a place to get a higher education degree. What 

happens on this campus community is discoveryñof ideas, of oneself, of life, and most importantly, of God and 

His will. 
 

Enrollment Status 
 

Matriculated Student 
 

Any student who applies and is admitted to Arizona Christian University is considered to be a matriculated 

student. These students are expected to be pursuing a degree or diploma program. Full or part-time students 

may be considered matriculated. 

 

Full-Time Student 
 

A student who is enrolled for at least 12 semester credit hours is considered full time. All financial aid 

recipients (including veterans) must carry at least twelve hours to receive full benefits. 

 

Part-Time Student 
 

A student who is enrolled in less than 12 semester credit hours is considered a part time student. Students 

who are enrolled in 9 ð 11 credit hours are eligible to participate in extracurricular activities (excluding 

athletics for which a student must have 12 hours).  Students who are enrolled in fewer than nine hours are not 

eligible to hold an elected office in a student organization. 

 

Non-Degree Seeking Students  
 

Non-degree seeking students are those who may be taking courses for professional or personal enrichment. 

They are also called special or non-matriculated students. Many students first enroll in courses as non-degree 

seeking students to gain additional preparation or evaluate their interest in a particular ACU program. Non-

degree seeking students must complete and submit a Non-Degree Seeking Student Enrollment Form. There is 

currently no limit on the number of courses a non-degree seeking student may take. However, they are limited 

to 6 class hours per semester.  

 

A non-degree seeking student who subsequently decides to apply for admission to ACU as an undergraduate 

matriculated student must file an application, submit official transcripts, take all required tests, and complete 

an interview with an Admissions Advisor. An admissions decision will be made and the student will receive 

notification of their application status by mail.  

 

Non-degree seeking students who later become undergraduate degree candidates may receive credit for up to 

12 credits taken as non-degree students if they are applicable to their degree program. Courses taken for Audit 

as a non-degree seeking student will not be recognized for degree credit.  
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Financial Aid is not available to non-degree seeking undergraduate students. Access to non-degree seeking 

student status may be refused to individuals denied admission as regular students or under dismissal. Certain 

international students must be matriculated students. Non-Residents cannot receive the I-20 through non-

degree seeking student status.  

 

Registration 
 

Only eligible students in good standing and making satisfactory progress in the curriculum can register for 

classes.  An eligible student is one who meets the collegeõs admission requirements, is continuing from the 

previous semester or is taking courses as a non-degree seeking student. All persons attending Arizona 

Christian University must be registered for the classes they are attending. A student is not considered to be 

registered until the Business Office has confirmed that all financial arrangements have been completed. This 

includes students seeking to audit a course. Auditing privileges are extended only to students who have 

registered for the course through the Registrarõs Office. Visitors, including children of students are not allowed. 

This policy is strictly enforced.  

 

Schedule of Classes 
 

The Schedule of Classes for each semester is published in the semester preceding and is available from the 

Registrarõs Office. 

 

Registration Dates 
 

Dates of registration (and orientation for new students) are published in the Academic Calendar. Students 

wishing to attend Arizona Christian University are expected to be present to register on the dates designated. 

Any student registering after the specified date will be charged a late registration fee. Students will not be 

permitted to register later than the end of the second week of the fall or spring semesters nor later than the 

second day of classes for summer sessions. 

 

Change of Schedule 
 

Changes to a studentõs class schedule should be made within the first week of the semester and must be 

requested in writing on a Change of Load Slip (available in the Registrarõs Office). All changes must be 

approved by the studentõs advisor. After this period, withdrawals follow the withdrawal policy. 

 

Withdrawal From a Course 
 

To withdraw officially from a course, students must complete a Change of Class Schedule (Add/Drop) Form 

from the Registrarõs Office and secure all required signatures.  There is a $15.00 processing fee for each 

Change of Class Schedule Form submitted. Withdrawals are not permitted after the 10th week of class. 

 

Withdrawals are considered official as of the date the completed Change of Class Schedule (Add/Drop) Form is 

filed with the Registrarõs Office.  Failure to follow these procedures will result in a grade of òFó and forfeiture of 

any refund.   

 

WARNING:  The University is required to notify the VA or other financial aid provider of any reduction of course 

load below that which had been initially reported.  They are notified of the number of hours dropped, date of 

drop, and the studentõs status after the reduction in course load. 
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Course Loads 
 

Carrying a normal course load in college is considered to be a full-time responsibility. A normal student course 

load is 12 hours. Students planning to take 15 or more hours should limit their work- load (see Student Life 

Handbook). 

 

A student must petition the Academic Standards Committee in order to carry an academic load of more than 

18 hours, unless the overload is due to lab, choir, or an applied music credit. 

 

 

Load   Semester Hours 

Maximum  18 

Full-Time  12 or more 

Part-Time  less than 12 

3/4 time    9-11 

1/2 Time    6-8 

 
Sequence of Courses 
 

Students should follow their programs of study as closely as possible and be aware of prerequisites for certain 

courses.  (See the notations regarding prerequisites following the course listings.) 

 

Concurrent Enrollment 
 

A full-time enrolled student at Arizona Christian University may be concurrently enrolled at another college or 

university under the following conditions: 

 

Á Enrollment at another institution is limited to one course per semester. 

Á An Academic Petition Form, asking for approval to enroll in another institution, must be endorsed by the 

studentõs advisor and be approved by the Academic Standards Committee before the student registers for 

an off-campus course. 

 

Placement testing and Course Placement 
 

Your successful academic experience at Arizona Christian University begins with proper initial course 

placement. Our admissions advisors will discuss your needs and help you enroll in courses that are most 

appropriate for your level of preparation. Placement tests are used to place students into English and 

Mathematics courses where they will have the greatest opportunity for success. Special undergraduate Basic 

Skills courses are available for students who need help with basic skills as determined by this placement 

testing. Basic Skills courses are numbered 000 ð 099 and do not count toward ACU certificate or degree 

program requirements.  

 

Students may be placed into English and Mathematics courses as based on standardized pre-college test 

scores (ACT or SAT), college placement testing, advanced placement credit or college level transfer credit. 

Please note that it is the student's responsibility to furnish the appropriate required official standardized pre-

college test scores, placement test scores or official transcripts. Standardized test scores, such as ACT, SAT or 

COMPASS, dated more than two years before matriculation will not be accepted to meet proficiency 

requirements. 

 

English Placement 
 

Before registering for credit courses at ACU, any student who applies and is admitted to Arizona Christian 

University must satisfy the English proficiency requirement through one of the following methods: 
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 Providing evidence of a score of 430 or higher on the verbal section of the recentered SAT, or 

 Providing evidence of a score of 18 or higher on the English section of the ACT, or 

 Providing evidence of a score of 50 or higher on the CLEP English Composition Examination; or 

 Providing evidence of a score of 70 or higher on the English section of the COMPASS; or 

 Providing evidence of having completed a course equivalent to Arizona Christian Universityõs ENG 098: 

Basic English with a grade of òCó or higher (A = 4.0) at an approved regionally-accredited institution of 

higher learning. (Note: No college credit will be given. Credits will not be counted toward ACU 

certificate or degree program requirements, but proficiency will be established for enrollment in 

ENG101: Composition I); or 

 Providing evidence of having completed a college-level composition course equivalent to Arizona 

Christian Universityõs ENG101: Composition I with a grade of òCó or higher   (A = 4.0) at an approved 

regionally-accredited institution of higher learning. Proficiency will be satisfied and the course may be 

accepted for transfer credit. For details on transferring course credit, consult the Transfer Credit 

section of this catalog. 

 

If the required English proficiency is not verified by any of the means listed above, it must be demonstrated 

through successful completion of ENG 098: Basic English (3 hrs.) with a grade of òCó or higher (A = 4.0) which 

is to be taken during the first semester after matriculation. Note: No college credit will be given. Credits will not 

be counted toward ACU certificate or degree program requirements, but proficiency will be established for 

enrollment in ENG101: Composition I or any other courses that require eligibility for ENG 101.  

Students whose placement scores indicate that they must enroll in remedial coursework have up to one year 

or two attempts to demonstrate proficiency through successful completion of the required remedial course 

with a grade of òCó or higher (A = 4.0). Students who fail to successfully complete the required remedial 

courses within this allotted time will be placed on Academic Probation for two semesters or one full academic 

year.  In addition, students may be required to limit the number of credits they carry while they are enrolled in 

remedial courses. Because of the special circumstances and requirements surrounding remediation, students 

taking remedial courses are advised by the Academic Advisor. 

Any student who successfully completes the required remediation by one of the methods outlined above within 

the academic probationary period will be considered to have satisfied the proficiency requirement but may still 

be subject to academic and financial aid probation, disqualification or other action based on GPA as described 

in the ACU Catalog. Students who fail to successfully remediate during the academic probationary period will 

be subject to Academic Dismissal. Students who complete their remedial requirements after the one-year 

academic probationary period must reapply to the university. Students may appeal the Academic Dismissal to 

the Academic Standards Committee in keeping with ACU policies as described in the current Catalog and 

Student Handbook. The decision of this committee is considered final. 

 

Mathematics Placement 
 

Not all ACU programs require a mathematics course.  Before registering for credit courses at ACU, all students 

who need a mathematics course for their major must satisfy the mathematics proficiency requirement through 

one of the following methods: 

 

 Providing evidence of a score of 430 or higher on the quantitative section of the recentered SAT, or 

 Providing evidence of a score of 17 or higher on the mathematics section of the ACT, or 

 Providing evidence of a score of  50 or higher on the CLEP College Algebra exam, or 

 Providing evidence of a score of 49 or above on the algebra Compass exam, or 

 Completing the ALEKS assessment with a score of 100 on the mathematics section and a score of 80 

or higher on the algebra section, or 

 Providing evidence of having completed a course equivalent to Arizona Christian Universityõs MAT 098: 

Basic Math with at least a grade of òCó or higher (A = 4.0) at an approved regionally-accredited 

institution of higher learning. (Note: No college credit will be given. Credits will not be counted toward 
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ACU certificate or degree program requirements, but proficiency will be established for enrollment in 

MAT 102: Intermediate Algebra); or 

 Providing evidence of having completed a college-level mathematics course equivalent to Arizona 

Christian Universityõs MAT 102: Intermediate Algebra with a grade of òCó or higher (A = 4.0) at an 

approved regionally-accredited institution of higher learning. Proficiency will be satisfied and the 

course may be accepted for transfer credit. For details on transferring course credit, consult the 

Transfer Credit section of this catalog. 

 

If the required mathematics proficiency is not verified by any of the means listed above, it must be 

demonstrated through successful completion of MAT 098: Basic Math (3 hrs.) which is to be taken during the 

first semester after matriculation. Note: No college credit will be given. Credits will not be counted toward ACU 

certificate or degree program requirements, but proficiency will be established for enrollment in MAT 102: 

Intermediate Algebra or any other courses that require eligibility for MAT 102.  

Students whose placement scores indicate that they must enroll in remedial coursework have up to one year 

or two attempts to demonstrate proficiency through successful completion of the required remedial course 

with a grade of òCó or higher (A = 4.0). Students who fail to successfully complete the required remedial 

courses within this allotted time will be placed on Academic Probation for two semesters or one full academic 

year.  In addition, students may be required to limit the number of credits they carry while they are enrolled in 

remedial courses. Because of the special circumstances and requirements surrounding remediation, students 

taking remedial courses are advised by the Academic Advisor. 

Any student who successfully completes the required remediation by one of the methods outlined above within 

the academic probationary period will be considered to have satisfied the proficiency requirement but may still 

be subject to academic and financial aid probation, disqualification or other action based on GPA as described 

in the ACU Catalog. Students who fail to successfully remediate during the academic probationary period will 

be subject to Academic Dismissal. Students who complete their remedial requirements after the one-year 

academic probationary period must reapply to the college. Students may appeal the Academic Dismissal to the 

Academic Standards Committee in keeping with ACU policies as described in the current Catalog and Student 

Handbook. The decision of this committee is considered final. 

 

COMPASS Placement Testing  
 

Results of COMPASS placement tests are valid for two years (24 months). Students may retake the English 

(writing and reading) or math portion of the COMPASS test one time for a fee if they have not already started 

the sequence of courses for that content area. Each test (writing, reading or math) may only be taken twice in a 

two year period. Once a grade is attempted or earned in an ACU English or mathematics course, students are 

no longer eligible to re-take the COMPASS placement test for that area. Students may not retake the COMPASS 

placement test once enrolled in ACU English or mathematics courses to skip the required sequencing of 

courses.  

 

Students must wait at least one day before retesting. Retesting occurs during normal COMPASS testing hours. 

A non-refundable fee of $25.00 is charged for each section retested. This fee is paid to ACU at the time of 

retesting. All required COMPASS testing and retesting must be completed prior to matriculation at ACU.  

 

Students whose COMPASS scores have expired may take all or a portion of the COMPASS test one time for a 

non-refundable fee of $25.00 provided they have not already started the sequence of courses for the content 

area(s) covered by the testing. All retests due to expired scores will incur the retest fee.  

 

Questions concerning the ACU retesting policy should be directed to the Academic Advisor at 602-386-4107, 

1-800-247-2697 x107. 
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Basic Skill Examinations and Bible Content Examination 
 

All entering students and graduating seniors are required to take these examinations. 

 

Accommodations for Placement Testing 
 

Students who may potentially need special accommodations for Assessment Testing should contact the office of 

the Academic Advisor on campus as soon as possible for information and assistance.  

 

Placement Schedule 

 
College placement testing, including retesting, is offered at the ACU Campus and online. For testing 

information and schedules, contact the Academic Advisor at 602-386-4107, 1-800-247-2697 x107. 

 

Credit Earned Through Non-Traditional Means 
 

Arizona Christian University generally accepts credit from colleges and universities that are accredited by 

regional accrediting associations and the Association for Biblical Higher Education. 

 

A maximum of 30 semester hours of credit by examination and correspondence, including not more than 12 

hours by correspondence, will be accepted toward degree programs at Arizona Christian University. 

 

Transfer Credit 
 

A maximum of 9 semester hours of elective credit in technical courses may be accepted toward a degree. 

 

A Guide to the Evaluation of Educational Experiences in the Armed Services is used in the evaluation of work 

submitted as a result of service in the armed services.  Credit will be granted only for work in the general 

education area.  No technical credit will be accepted, and all work accepted will be considered lower division. 

 

The university will recognize a maximum of 64 semester hours of college credit earned at regionally accredited 

junior colleges.  However, note the minimum residency requirements listed under òRequirements for 

Graduation.ó 

 

Credit earned at institutions that are not accredited will be evaluated on a course-by-course basis.  Credit will 

be granted only with the concurrence of the chair of the degree program to which the credit is to be assigned 

and only after the student has earned 12 semester hours in residence at Arizona Christian University with a 

grade of òCó or above in all courses attempted.  All such accepted credit will be considered lower division. 

 

After a student has earned a total of 64 semester hours, the university will not accept any credit from non-

accredited institutions, or from educational experiences in the armed services.  The university does not 

recognize credit for òlife experiences.ó 

 

The university reserves the right to require a student to validate by testing any credit presented for acceptance.  

Courses taken in other accredited institutions with a grade of òCó or above may be accepted for transfer credit, 

provided they are comparable to courses in the studentõs program at Arizona Christian University.  Credit 

earned at accredited institutions, more than 9 years previously, will be accepted only with degree program 

concurrence. 
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College Level Examination Program (CLEP) Credit 
 

Arizona Christian University is pleased to offer to its enrolled students, the opportunity to receive college credit 

for successfully taking selected computerized tests in the CLEP program.  The tests must be for courses 

required for a degree program offered at Arizona Christian University and the following restrictions apply.  

Students may take a maximum of thirty (30) hours through CLEP.  Students must receive a score of 50 or 

better on the CLEP exam to receive credit.  If the student fails to pass the test, he or she must wait six months 

before retaking the same exam. 

 

Advanced Placement 
  

High school graduates who scored 4 to 5 on the Advanced Placement Examinations of the College Entrance 

Examination Board are given credit for the corresponding college courses. Students who scored a 3 may be 

given advanced placement or credit, subject to approval of the Academic Dean and Registrar.  No advanced 

placement is given for scores of 1 or 2. 

 

Curricular Structure 
 
The distinctive function of Arizona Christian University is to educate students for professional careers and 

Christian ministries.  ACU provides and education with a Biblical perspective in all its majors. 

 

Course Numbering System 
 

001-099 Level.  Special undergraduate courses not applicable for degree credit and remedial courses. No 

college credit given. Credits may not be counted toward a degree. 

 

100-299 Level.  Lower division courses. Primarily for freshmen or sophomores. May be taken as electives for 

all students. Prerequisites and prior college level work generally not required.  

 

300-399 Level.  Upper division courses. Primarily for juniors and seniors within the major or advanced 

students from other disciplines. 

 

400-499 Level.  Generally limited to juniors and seniors within the major. May be open to other advanced 

undergraduates from other disciplines. Prerequisites and prior college level work generally required. 

 

 

General Studies Requirements (44 Credits) 
 

Arizona Christian Universityõs general education curriculum is designed to guide students through strategic 

courses that will equip them to write insightfully, speak thoughtfully, and think critically so they can engage the 

world effectively for Jesus Christ.  Rather than specific and narrowly focused studies offered in skill-oriented 

degree programs, the general education program at ACU is purposely broad to enable students to synthesize 

and connect course content from one discipline to another. Thus, the University believes that its general 

education curriculum will equip its students to be agile thinkers, capable of adapting and thriving in todayõs 

diverse, fast-paced and complex global culture. 

 

All students seeking a bachelorõs degree at ACU must successfully complete the courses listed within the 

following General Education areas. Students seeking elementary or secondary education certification must 

consult the Education Department pages of the current ACU catalog and their advisor for additional 

modifications to the general education requirements for education majors.  Courses used to fulfill general 

education requirements generally may not be applied toward majors or minors.  Basic Skills courses numbered 

000-099 do not count toward ACU General Education requirements.  



 32 

I.  Communications (9 credits) 

Course # Name Credits 

ENG 101 English Composition I * 3 hrs 

 *Note: ACU English proficiency and placement required  

ENG 102 English Composition II 3 hrs 

COM 201 Oral Communications 3 hrs 

 

II.  Arts and Humanities (9 credits) 

Course # Name Credits 

PHI 201 Ethics 3 hrs 

 Select two courses from the following:  

ENG 201 Introduction to Literature 3 hrs 

EED 202 Introduction to Art and Music 3 hrs 

ENG 203  Introduction to Cinema 3 hrs 

PHI 101 Philosophy 3 hrs 

PHI 301 Logic 3 hrs 

CMI 102 Intercultural Studies 3 hrs 

 

III.  Behavioral and Social Sciences (9 credits) 

Course # Name Credits 

 Select one course from the following:  

HIS Any course with HIS prefix 3 hrs 

 Select two courses from the following:   

BEH, ECO, 

HIS, POL, 

PSY, FAM 

BEH (Behavioral Studies), ECO (Economics), HIS (History), POL 

(Political Science), PSY (Psychology), FAM (Family Studies) 

6 hrs 

 

IV.  Biological and Physical Sciences (8 credits) 

Course # Name Credits 

 Must select one Biology (4 credits) from the following:  

BIO 100 Survey of Biological Science with lab 4 hrs 

BIO 181 General Biology with lab 4 hrs 

 Must select one Physical Science (4 credits) from the following:  

PSC 100 Survey of Physical Science with lab 4 hrs 

CHM 151 General Chemistry I with lab 4 hrs 

GEO 101 Introduction to Geography with lab 4 hrs 

PHY 111 General Physics I with lab 4 hrs 
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V.  Mathematics* (3 credits) 

Course # Name Credits 

 Select one mathematics course (3 credits) from the following:  

MAT 102 Intermediate Algebra* 3 hrs 

MAT 111 Mathematical Concepts* 3 hrs 

MAT 112 College Algebra* 3 hrs 

 *Note: ACU mathematics proficiency and placement required  

 

VI.  Technological Literacy (3 credits) 

Course # Name Credits 

CSC 101 Computer Literacy 3 hrs 

 

VII. Biblical Integration (3 credits) 

 

Course # Name Credits 

CMI 101*  Spiritual Life in Community 3 hrs 

 *Note: All incoming freshmen and transfer students must take CMI 

101 Spiritual Life in Community 

 

 

 

Biblical Studies Requirements 
 

Arizona Christian University operates to educate and equip followers of Jesus Christ to be effectual in every 

pillar of society.  We strive to prepare our Christ-centered graduates to make a difference in each area:  church, 

family, education, business, arts and entertainment, government, and media.  In order to achieve this goal, the 

University requires every student to complete a minor of 18 hours in Biblical Studies.  Students who 

successfully complete this course of study will have the opportunity to become biblically literate, grounded in 

Christian theology, and able to apply core biblical principles to their lives. 

 

Major 

 

Most majors include at least 30 semester hours of acceptable credit. However, in certain majors or programs 

the number of credit hours required may exceed 30 but may be no more than 40. At least 15 hours in the 

major must be upper division (300-400 level) and must be taken in residence at Arizona Christian University. 

Basic Skills courses numbered 000 ð 099 do not count toward ACU certificate or degree program 

requirements. All students are required to have a 2.00 grade point average or higher in their major and are not 

permitted to count in the major any course with a grade below òCó with the exception of education majors. For 

education majors, candidates for secondary teaching certificates must have a òBó (3.00) or above in all 

professional coursework (EDU, SEI, EED, SED). See the Education Department section of the ACU Catalog for 

further, specific details. 

 

 

Minor 
 

Eighteen to twenty-one credits in a particular academic area usually constitutes a minor. Of these 18 credit 

hours, six must be from upper division courses. One-third of the minor must be completed at Arizona Christian 

University. With few exceptions, undergraduate students must complete a minor in Bible as part of the 

Bachelor's degree requirements. Other minor fields are optional.  
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Course # Name Credits 

BIB 101 Biblical Interpretation 3 

BIB 104 Genesis-Song of Solomon 3 

BIB 108 Prophets  3 

BIB 207 Gospels 3 

BIB 208 Acts-Revelation 3 

BIB 304 Theology 3 

Total Credits  18 

 

No minor is required for students in the Biblical Studies major. Students in the Christian Ministries major may 

choose an eighteen to twenty-one credit hour minor in business, behavioral studies, communications, music, 

or youth ministry.  A Christian Ministries major without a minor may take a variety of elective courses to fulfill 

the required program of study. No course may count toward hours required for the completion of both major 

and minor. Students who want certification to teach must earn 24 hours in language arts, social studies or 

mathematics to become Highly Qualified in one of those content areas. Refer to the Education Department 

section of this catalog for more specific details. 

 

Procedures for Declaring a Major 
 

Procedures for declaring a major at ACU vary with departmental and program requirements. Some majors are 

open and may be declared at any time by any admitted, matriculated student in good standing (not on 

academic probation). Other majors require additional specific prerequisites which may include coursework to 

be completed at ACU, a minimum GPA, interviews or auditions. These majors may be competitive and meeting 

the minimum requirements does not always guarantee admission. 

 

Open majors may be declared at any time but must be declared prior to the completion of sixty (60) credit 

hours. Students transferring into open majors with sixty (60) or more credit hours must declare a major at the 

time of admission. Incoming freshmen and incoming transfer students are encouraged to meet with their 

admissions advisor or academic advisor to discuss their needs and obtain help selecting a major.  

 

Incoming freshmen and transfer students with less than 60 credit hours who seek admission to majors in the 

Bible, Education and Music Departments will be admitted with òpre-majoró status. Note that Pre-Major status 

does not guarantee admission to the major. Students may apply to a major in these Departments after 

completing all required prerequisites and requirements. See each specific Departmentõs section in this catalog 

for details. Applicants to ACUõs Bible, Education and Music Programs who will have 60 transferable credits 

upon transfer must declare a major when submitting their application and must be selected for admission to 

the major at the time of application. To encourage students to comply with these policies, a òholdó may be 

placed on registration until the student officially declares a major.  

 

Electives 
 

Electives are courses selected purely for interest or to complement required coursework. Students may 

normally select electives from any academic area provided they have the necessary preparation and required 

prerequisites. Elective courses are intended to meet total degree requirements. They generally do not fulfill 

ACU General Education Requirements or the specific requirements of a major or minor. In some cases, 

electives may be restricted by a Department to fulfill particular degree or certificate requirements. See the 

requirements of Departments described in this Catalog which list electives available for specific majors and 

programs. Electives used to meet General Education requirements must be chosen from the approved list. See 

the General Education Requirements section of the ACU Catalog for details.  
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Summary of Bachelor's Degree Requirements 

 General Education Requirements (44 credits)  

 Academic Major (30-40 credits)  

 Academic Minor (18 credits required Bible minor, 18-21 all other minors)  

 Electives (24-49 credits) to make a total of not less than 120 credits 

Total Degree Requirements not less than 120 credits 

 

 

Second Degree 
 

Students who have earned a baccalaureate degree from another regionally accredited college or university 

seeking to earn an additional baccalaureate degree from Arizona Christian University must meet the following 

requirements: 

 

1. Meet the admission criteria for the University and that degree. 

 

2. Select a major in a field not used as a major for the previous degree.  

 

3. Complete a minimum of 30 additional credit hours in the major area at ACU after the conferral of the 

previous baccalaureate degree(s). 

 

4. Meet the General Studies and Bible Minor requirements, all degree prerequisites and requirements and all 

other University prerequisites and requirements for the second degree. (See the specific major 

requirements listed in this catalog for more information). 

 

5. File an intent to graduate form with the Registrarõs Office for the degree sought. 

 

Note: second degree students do not qualify for honors at graduation.  

 

Double Degree 
 

Students wishing to simultaneously pursue two degrees from Arizona Christian University must meet the 

following requirements: 

 

1. Obtain permission from the Registrar and Department Chair(s) under which the degrees are offered. Some 

degree programs may limit or not accept students for a second degree. 

 

2. File an Application to Graduate form with Registrarõs office for each degree sought. 

 

3. Students simultaneously completing second degree requirements must meet all the specific requirements 

for both degrees and all other University requirements for each degree sought. 

 

4. Courses may be used to satisfy the requirements for both degrees. However, students must complete a 

minimum of 30 credit hours beyond the requirements for the first degree (i.e. a minimum of 150 credit 

hours if the requirements for the first degree were completed after 120 hours.) These credit hours must 

consist of courses taken at ACU. 

 

5. Complete the requirements for both degrees before being granted either degree. 

 

NOTE:  Students may not pursue more than two degree programs concurrently. Double Degree students may 

only earn honors on first degree. 
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Reading and Conference (R & C) Courses 
  

Reading and Conference refers to a course taken outside of the regular class schedule by means of personal 

conferences with the instructor and directed self-study. 

  

R & Cs are used exclusively in special cases where two required courses needed for impending graduation are 

in the same time slot.   R & C courses are a last resort to resolve this conflict.  Conflicts caused by a studentõs 

personal work schedule, accelerated course load, or personal convenience are not acceptable reasons to 

request an R & C course. 

  

Courses where classroom attendance and participation are at the very core of the course, such as science 

labs, foreign languages, and performance classes may not be taken as an R & C.  A student must obtain an R 

& C petition from the Registrarõs Office, obtain the instructorõs approval, and submit it to the Academic Dean or 

Academic Standards Committee.  No more than one R & C course may be taken per semester, and no more 

than 12 hours of R & C courses may be counted toward graduation. 

  

A cumulative GPA of 3.0 is required to be eligible to request an R & C course.  The student must pay a fee for 

an R & C course.  An R & C course will be counted in the 12-18 hour tuition range. It will be billed separately. 

Any exception to this policy must be approved by the Academic Standards Committee. 

 

Field Practicums and Internships 
 

Ministry Field Practicum 
 

Christian Ministry Field Practicum is an internship course taken for credit, as opposed to a Christian Service 

assignment that is non-credit. This practicum may be used to fulfill a Christian Service requirement, but a 

Christian Service assignment will only serve as a practicum if it meets all the criteria required by the 

universityõs Christian Ministry Field Practicum Guidelines (available from the Registrarõs Office) and the student 

registers for it as a course for credit.  All practicums and internships must be approved prior to registration.  No 

credit will be given after the fact. 

 

Christian Service Assignment 
 

All students taking 12 hours or more a semester must have a Christian Service assignment approved by the 

Director of Christian Service.  Seven semesters of completed Christian Service assignments are required and 

entered on the studentõs transcript.   See Christian Service Manual for more information on policies and 

procedures. 
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Pre-Professional Advising 

Pre-medicine, pre-dentistry, pre-veterinary medicine, pre-pharmacy and pre-law are not undergraduate majors, 

minors, emphases or programs of study, but rather prerequisites suggested to prepare students to apply to 

these professional programs.  

The Admissions Advising Center provides information to ACU students on how to prepare for professional 

programs that are not currently offered at ACU. Our Admissions Counselors have researched the admission 

requirements of many professional schools in order to assist students with their preparation for graduate and 

professional study. This information is summarized in the table below. 

Most professional programs prefer a bachelor's degree be completed prior to acceptance, so students should 

plan to complete their undergraduate degree as well as the prerequisites of the professional programs in which 

they are interested. Typically, the choice of major does not affect admission to a professional program, so 

students are advised to choose a major that both interests and allows them to complete the appropriate 

prerequisite coursework.  

Students interested in pursuing a professional post-baccalaureate degree should use the information the 

Admissions Advising Center provides as a guideline. Admission requirements vary by school. It is important that 

students verify specific admissions requirements with each graduate and professional school directly. 

Pre-Professional Advising Program at ACU 

 Pre-Allied Health 

o Pre-Dentistry 

o Pre-Veterinary  

o Pre-Medicine 

o Pre-Pharmacy 

o Pre-Physician Assistant  

o Pre-Podiatry  

o Pre- Optometry 

 Pre-Law 

 

Graduate or 

professional 

area of 

study 

Prerequisite 

Course Work 

Exposure to 

Profession 

Standardiz

ed Tests 

Application 

Process 

Application Time 

Frame 

Letters of 

Recommen-

dation 

Interviews 

Dentistry 

biology, 

English, 

general 

chemistry, 

organic 

chemistry, 

physics 

expected 

Dental 

Admission 

Test (DAT) 

Associated 

American 

Dental 

Schools 

Application 

Service 

(AADSAS) 

as early as June 

1 for admission 

the following 

year 

required 

required by over 

90% of dental 

schools 

Law 

English,  

Communications, 

History, 

Language, 

Mathematics, 

Philosophy, 

Political Science, 

Psychology, 

Science, 

Sociology  

expected 

Law School 

Admissions 

Test (LSAT) 

Law School 

Admissions 

Council 

(LSAC) Law 

School 

Data 

Assembly 

Service 

(LSDAS) 

March 1 of the 

year of desired 

admission 

required most require 
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Medicine 

biology, English, 

general 

chemistry, 

organic 

chemistry, 

physics 

expected 

Medical 

College 

Admission 

Test 

(MCAT) 

American 

Medical 

College 

Application 

Service 

(AMCAS) 

as early as June 

1 for admission 

the following 

year 

required 

required by over 

95% of medical 

schools 

Optometry 

biology, English, 

general 

chemistry, 

organic 

chemistry, 

physics 

expected 

Optometry 

Admission 

Test (OAT)   

Optometry 

Centralized 

Application 

Service 

(OPTOMCA

S) 

as early as June 

1 for admission 

the following 

year 

required most require 

Pharmacy 

not standardized 

across pharmacy 

schools 

expected 

Pharmacy 

College 

Admission 

Test (PCAT) 

apply to 

each 

school 

separately 

varies by 

program 
required 

required by 60% 

of pharmacy 

schools 

Physician 

Assistant 

biology (micro-

biology), English, 

general 

chemistry, 

human anatomy 

and physiology 

expected 

Scholastic 

Aptitude 

Test (SAT), 

American 

College 

Test (ACT), 

Allied 

Health 

Profession

s 

Admission 

Test 

(AHPAT) 

and/or 

GRE 

Centralized 

Application 

Service for 

PAs 

(CASPA) 

Most open on 

April 15th for 

admission the 

following year 

required most require 

Physical 

Therapy 

biology, general 

chemistry, 

physics 

expected 

Graduate 

Record 

Examinatio

n (GRE) 

apply to 

each 

school 

separately 

varies by 

program 
required most require 

Podiatry 

biology, English, 

general 

chemistry, 

organic 

chemistry, 

physics 

expected 

Medical 

College 

Admission 

Test 

(MCAT) 

American 

Association 

of Colleges 

of Podiatric 

Medicine 

Application 

Service 

(AACPMAS) 

as early as June 

1 for admission 

the following 

year 

required most require 

Veterinary 

Medicine 

biology (micro-

biology), English, 

general 

chemistry, 

organic 

chemistry, 

physics 

expected 

Graduate 

Record 

Examinatio

n (GRE) or 

Medical 

College 

Admission 

Test 

(MCAT) 

Veterinary 

Medical 

College 

Application 

System 

(VMCAS) 

varies by 

program 
required most require 

For additional information about pre-professional programs contact the Admissions Advising Center. 



 39 

Recommended Course Sequence for Pre-Law Track 
 

ACU offers pre-law advising for students who are interested in attending law school. Students may choose any 

major at the university but must complete all the required courses for both the major and law school. 

Admission requirements vary by school. Students should use this information as a guideline. It is important 

that students verify specific admissions requirements with each law school directly before applying. Refer to 

the Law School Admission Council (LSAC) and law school websites for further information. 

General Education Elective Recommendations:  

 

1st Semester (Fall)  

 ENG 101 English Composition I (3) 

 PHI 101 Philosophy (3) 

 HIS103 United States History I (3) 

 General Education Requirements and Electives needed to complete the major and degree  

 

2nd Semester (Spring)  

 ENG 102 English Composition II (3) 

 CSC 101 Computer Literacy 

 HIS104 United States History II (3) 

 General Education Requirements and Electives needed to complete the major and degree 

 

3rd Semester (Fall)  

 COM 201 Oral Communications (3) 

 MAT102 Intermediate Algebra 

 PSY 202 General Psychology (3)  

 General Education Requirements and Electives needed to complete the major and degree 

 

4th Semester (Spring)  

 PHI 201 Ethics 

 ECO 201 Macroeconomic Principles (3) 

 HIS 211 United States Government (3) 

 General Education Requirements and Electives needed to complete the major and degree 

 

Admission to law school is very competitive. Additional courses are recommended to help prepare students for 

application to law school. Choice of courses will depend on a studentõs major and should be made in 

consultation with the academic advisor. Recommended classes include courses in which require students to 

speak effectively, write insightfully, and read extensively. Typically, students choose from Business Law, 

Behavioral Studies, Economics, History, Logic, Political Science, Psychology or Sociology.  Students are advised 

to balance courses required for their undergraduate degree with the coursework for the pre-law track. Check 

with your advisor to make sure you are completing all requirements for your major and degree in addition to 

the prerequisites for law. 

 

Students are advised to gain extracurricular community or leadership experience before applying to law school. 

This is typically accomplished by volunteering with community agencies, legal internships, relevant work 

experiences, and participating in the ACU Pre-law club. For additional information about pre-professional 

programs contact the Admissions Advising Center. Law schools also require the Law School Admission Test 

(LSAT). See the Law School Admission Council (LSAC) website for details. Students are advised not to apply 

without these prerequisites and adequate preparation.  
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Recommended Course Sequence for Pre-Med Track 
 

ACU offers pre-med advising for students who are interested in attending medical school. Students may choose 

any major at the university but must complete all the required courses for both the major and pre-requisites for 

application to medical school. Admission requirements vary by school. Students should use this information as 

a guideline. It is important that students verify specific admissions requirements with each medical school 

directly before applying. Refer to the most recent edition of Medical School Admission Requirements and 

medical school websites for further information. 

 

1st Semester (Fall)  

 ENG 101 English Composition I (3) 

 BIO 181 General Biology I w/Lab (4) 

 CHM 151 General Chemistry I w/Lab (4) 

General Education Requirements and Electives needed to complete the major and degree  

2nd Semester (Spring)  

 ENG 102 English Composition II (3) 

 BIO 182 General Biology II w/Lab (4) 

 CHM 152 General Chemistry I w/Lab (4) 

 General Education Requirements and Electives needed to complete the major and degree 

 

3rd Semester (Fall)  

 CHM 235 Organic Chemistry I w/Lab (4) 

 PHY 111 General Physics I w/Lab (4) 

 MAT 230 Calculus I (3) 

General Education Requirements and Electives needed to complete the major and degree 

 

4th Semester (Spring)  

 CHM 236 Organic Chemistry II w/Lab (4) 

 PHY 112 General Physics II w/Lab (4) 

 MAT 231 Calculus II (3) 

General Education Requirements and Electives needed to complete the major and degree 

 

Note: Advanced Placement (AP) credit is not recognized by medical schools as fulfilling their admissions 

requirements.  

 

Admission to medical school is very competitive. Additional Science courses are recommended to help prepare 

students for application to medical school. Choice of courses will depend on a studentõs major and should be 

made in consultation with the academic advisor. Recommended classes include anatomy and physiology, 

statistics, microbiology, and genetics. Students are advised to balance courses required for their 

undergraduate degree with the coursework for the pre-med track. Check with your advisor to make sure you 

are completing all requirements for your major and degree in addition to the prerequisites for medical school. 

 

Students are advised to gain hands-on experience before applying to medical school. This is typically 

accomplished by volunteering with hospitals or clinics, shadowing physicians, and participating in the ACU Pre-

Med club. For additional information about pre-professional programs contact the Admissions Advising Center. 

Medical schools also require the MCAT (Medical School Admission Test). See the American Medical College 

Application Service® (AMCAS®) website for details. Students are advised not to apply without these 

prerequisites and adequate preparation.  
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Academic Calendar and Credit Hour Definition 
 

Academic Calendar 
 

Two semesters of instruction are offered each year.  The fall and spring semesters are each 15 weeks in 

duration. Summer sessions are three week periods following spring semester in which as many as 6 hours may 

be taken. In addition, a 3 week winter session may be offered in which as many as 6 hours may be taken.  

 

Credit Hour Definition 
 

Arizona Christian University is on the semester credit hour system. One semester credit hour represents the 

equivalent of at least one class period of 50 minutes per week for a semester of 15 weeks. 

 

Grading System 
 

Grading Scale 

 
Arizona Christian University uses letter grades with a four (4) point maximum grading scale.  The grade A is the 

highest possible grade, and a grade of F is considered failing.  A studentõs work is rated in accordance with the 

following definitions: 

 

A Superior: extraordinary scholarship; student completes all work. The quality of work shows 

thoroughness, careful organization, depth of understanding, and originality of thought to a superior 

degree. All written work is in clear, correct English. 

B Far above average: unusually good work; student completes all course work. The quality of work shows 

thoroughness, careful organization, depth of understanding, and originality of thought to an above 

average degree. All written work is in clear, correct English. 

C Average: standard performance of acceptable college work; student completes all course work. The 

quality of work shows thoroughness, good organization, and understanding to an acceptable degree. 

Most of the course work is of average quality. 

D Poor: passing, but below standard; student completes most of the course work, but the quality is below 

average. 

F Failure: student does not complete the course work and/or produces careless, poor quality work, or 

does not withdraw properly. No credit awarded; counts against GPA. 

I Incomplete; student does not complete the course work due to illness or some other acceptable reason. 

P Pass:  at least satisfactory; no units awarded or counted in GPA. 

N N Grades:  An N is a temporary grade used only to indicate that a final grade was not reported at the 

time of grade processing.  It is removed from the studentõs record when the final grade is received.  N 

grades are not included when calculating the GPA. 

NP No Pass:  less than satisfactory; no units awarded or counted in GPA. 

IP In Progress:  grade for courses extending beyond one semester or session; no units awarded or counted 

in GPA. Changed by the instructor to the appropriate grade upon successful completion of course 

requirements the following semester. 

AU Audit Course:  no units awarded; not counted in GPA. 

W Withdrawal 
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Grade Points  
 

Arizona Christian University grades on a 4.0 academic grading system.  Grade points are assigned as follows: 

 

Grades Grading    

Scale % 

Grade Points 

A 90% - 100% 4 points 

B 80% - 89% 3 points 

C 70% - 79% 2 points 

D 60% - 69%            1 point  

F Below 60 0 points 

I, P, N, NP, 

IP, AU, W 

-- 0 points 

 

Computing the Grade Point Average (GPA) 
 

The GPA is based only upon work completed at Arizona Christian University.  Grades of P, as well as grades of I, 

IP, N, NP, and W, carry no grade point value and are not included in the computation of a studentõs semester or 

cumulative grade point average.  Grades for remedial courses (001-099 level) are not included in the studentõs 

semester or cumulative grade point average. 

 

To calculate the GPA, the semester hours for each course are multiplied by the grade points for that grade.  

The resulting number is then divided by the number of hours that carry A, B, C, D, and F grades.  No other 

grades are counted in the computations.   

 

Incomplete Grade 
 

An incomplete grade is only possible with a passing grade in the event of seriously extenuating circumstances 

verified by signed and dated documentation. An Incomplete can be given only upon the approval of the 

instructor. The instructor is not required to grant an Incomplete to a student.  Such decisions by an instructor 

are final and may not be appealed by the student. With instructor approval, an òIó is temporarily entered on the 

studentõs record.  The student must complete all necessary work within six (6) weeks after the end of the 

semester in which the òIó was received; otherwise the grade automatically becomes an òF.ó No additional 

extension may be granted by the instructor, but only by the Academic Standards Committee upon receipt of a 

petition.   

 

Pass/No Pass (òP/NPó) Grades  
  

Courses that Arizona Christian University designates as pass/no pass courses will use the P/NP grading 

system exclusively. These courses do not earn semester hours credit and do not count in GPA computation but 

do fulfill requirements. Students receive a grade of P (Pass: at least satisfactory; no units awarded, not 

counted in GPA) when their performance is equivalent to a C (2.0) or higher. òPassó will be indicated on a 

studentõs permanent record as P, with units awarded, but no grade points. Students receive a grade of NP (No 

Pass: less than satisfactory; no units awarded or counted in GPA) when their performance is equivalent to a D 

(1.0) or F (0.0). òNo Passó will be indicated on a studentõs record as NP, with no units completed and no grade 

points.  

 

In Progress Grades 
 

An In Progress (IP) grade may only be assigned in courses that are allowed to extend past the end of semester 

grading deadline.  Such courses include student teaching, independent study, internships, practicums, 
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research and foreign studies. The IP grade is changed by the instructor to the appropriate grade upon 

successful completion of course requirements the following semester. The deadline for completion of an IP 

grade in an undergraduate course is one semester; otherwise the grade automatically becomes an òF.ó IP 

grades are not included when calculating the G.P.A. 

 

Replacement of a Grade 
 

Any course may be repeated once to replace the original grade.  If a student repeats a course twice or more, 

only one of the previous grades may be dropped. 

 

Appeal of Grade 
 

A student who feels that a grade has been unfairly awarded should first appeal to the instructor.  If not 

resolved, an appeal may be made to the Academic Standards Committee. The committee does not approve 

appeals automatically. The appeal must clearly establish why the student believes the grade should be 

changed. Signed and dated documentation must be provided to establish that circumstances warrant the 

change. Appeals for grade changes must be made within six weeks after grades have been officially released. 

 

Change of Grade 
 

Final course grades may be changed only by the instructor of the course and then only if there has been an 

error in computation or to remove an incomplete.  The instructor must submit an official grade change form, a 

copy of which will be mailed to the student. 

 

Auditing of Courses 
 

Audited courses do not earn a grade. Students do not receive credit toward graduation for an audited course, 

nor do audited courses fulfill program requirements. A course may not be changed from audit to regular credit, 

or vice-versa, after the last day to withdraw unrestricted. Permission of the instructor is required. Additional 

tuition and fees may be required. See the current tuition schedule and ACU Business Office for details. 

 

Honors and Special Recognition 
 

Deanõs List 
 

Full-time students with a GPA of 3.5 or more in the previous semester are placed on the Deanõs List and 

receive an honor scholarship. 

 

Athletic Achievement Award 

 

Outstanding Student (Department) 

 

Performing Arts Award 

 

Sigma Lambda Award 
 

Whoõs Who Among Students in American Universities and Colleges 
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Each year this honor recognizes exceptional juniors and seniors who have outstanding records of scholarship 

and service, both on and off campus, who show promise of future success and usefulness in society. 

 

Attendance Policies 
 

Class attendance is mandatory.  Students are expected to be on time for all sessions of each course in which 

they are enrolled.  Instructors will provide more specific expectations with regard to attendance and penalties 

for absences in the course syllabus. Unexcused absences may result in lowered grades, administrative 

withdrawal from the course, or a failing grade.   

University policy states that students will be excused from classes and laboratories to participate in official 

university activities such as athletic events, rehearsals and performances that conflict with other courses.  For 

an excused absence, Students must provide instructors with signed and dated documentation.  

  

Note that an excused absence does not excuse the student from completing assignments missed because of 

the absence. Students are responsible for informing instructors prior to all absences of the dates they will be 

gone. Instructors are responsible for providing students with an equitable way to make up all missed 

assignments, quizzes, labs or examinations. Instructors may not penalize students for absences excused by 

this policy.  

  

Prior to the published withdrawal deadline, students may be withdrawn for unexcused absences in excess of 

10 percent of the total hours of instruction as counted from their first day of enrollment in that class.  The 

instructor will make a reasonable effort to communicate with students before initiating an administrative 

withdrawal. However, such withdrawals are at the discretion of the instructor. Students who stop coming to 

class and do not officially withdraw may receive a grade of F in the course. Students must be registered in a 

class in order to attend. Visitors, including children of students are not allowed. This policy is strictly enforced.  

 

Academic Integrity 
 

 Academic honesty is expected of all ACU students. Violations will result in disciplinary actions, which are 

documented and maintained in a permanent file. Procedures vary according to circumstances. Actions that 

may be taken include a reprimand, a written warning, a failing grade for the work involved, suspension from 

the course, failure for the course, and suspension or expulsion from the academic program or university. 

  

Incidents of academic dishonesty include, but are not limited to cheating, fabrication (making up information or 

sources), plagiarism (copying), alterations or misuse of university documents and records, facilitating academic 

dishonesty by knowingly helping or attempting to help another student commit an act of academic dishonesty 

and unauthorized collaboration, such as working together when doing so has been prohibited by the 

instructor.   

  

University policy requires that whenever faculty or staff observe an act of academic dishonesty, a Student 

Academic Conduct Incident Report be completed and forwarded to the Academic Dean. Forms are stored in a 

confidential, secure file. When reports of academic dishonesty reach the Deanõs office, they are checked for 

prior offenses. Repeat offenders are referred to the Academic Standards Committee for further review. If this is 

the first offense, it is up to the instructor in consultation with the Academic Dean to determine if the incident 

should be referred to the Academic Standards Committee for a more formal hearing.  

 

Required Textbooks/Learning Materials 
 

Students are expected to purchase required textbooks and other course materials prior to the start of class.  

Textbooks may be purchased from the online ACU bookstore.  Students are expected to bring their own 

textbooks, paper, and pencil or pen to class.  Students may be required to purchase scantrons for exams.  



 45 

Because publishers revise textbooks often, students are encouraged to purchase textbooks and course 

materials from the online ACU bookstore to obtain the correct editions for their classes. 

 

Equipment/Technology Requirements or 

Competencies: 
 

Students are required to be both computer literate and have regular computer access to complete required 

assignments as well as access the internet, emails and posted grades.  Students are issued an official Arizona 

Christian University student email address when they are admitted to the University. These addresses all have the 

same form: firstname.lastname@arizonachristian.edu. This is the only electronic mailing address recognized by the 

university. Students are responsible for all official university communications, including attachments, transmitted 

to this address. ACU faculty and staff are not responsible for forwarding email to personal email accounts that are 

not assigned by the university. Students are required to check their ACU email on a daily basis.  

   

Assessment 
 

Assessment is part of the culture at Arizona Christian University. The purpose is to provide important feedback 

designed to improve instruction. It also allows us to communicate with students, parents and accrediting 

agencies regarding the quality of education received at ACU.  

All ACU students are required to participate in assessment. These tests cover general education topics such as 

English, mathematics and Bible. You may also be asked to participate in tests of critical thinking, cultural 

awareness or biblical integration.  

Students are first tested as incoming freshman (0 to 12 credit hours) and then again as Juniors (60 or above 

credits). This allows ACU to evaluate how much students have improved during their SWC experience. Transfer 

students are also required to participate in assessment based on the number of credit hours they transfer to 

ACU.  

Results of assessment tests are disseminated to academic departments, faculty committees and the 

administration at ACU. They are also used in periodic reports required for accreditation. For this reason, we 

advise all students to do as well as possible on assessment tests. 

Please note that ACU is dedicated to the assessment of all students.  If you are unable to attend Assessment 

during the dates and times scheduled, you will be required to attend a mandatory make-up session. If you fail 

to take your assessment tests as required you will have a hold placed on your registration. 

Assessment Calendar 
Assessment tests are offered at the ACU Campus and online and are primarily scheduled during Fall and 

Spring Semester Assessment Weeks. See the current ACU Academic Calendar for specific dates and times or 

contact the ACU Academic Advisor at 602-386-4107 or 1-800-247-2697 x107.  

 

Accommodations 
 

Students who may potentially need special accommodations for Assessments should contact the office of the 

Academic Advisor at 602-386-4107, 1-800-247-2697 x107 or on campus as soon as possible for information 

and assistance. 

 

mailto:firstname.lastname@arizonachristian.edu
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Interpreting your Assessment test scores 

The following tables are provided to allow you to understand your COMPASS and CAAP test scores in relation to 

academic expectations at SWC.  

COMPASS 

COMPASS scores assess general education skills such as English and mathematics.  COMPASS scores range 

from 0 to 100 for English and mathematics and from 2 to 12 for essay composition. 

 

COMPASS Score  

(English) 

Your Score Percentage of 1st year students at 

ACU 

90-100 Exceptional 40 

80-89 Exceeds expectations 33 

70-79 Meets expectations 14 

1-69 Below expectations 13 

 

COMPASS Score  

(mathematics) 

Your Score Percentage of 1st year students at 

ACU 

90-100 Exceptional 14 

80-89 Exceeds expectations 13 

70-79 Meets expectations 16 

1-69 Below expectations 57 

 

COMPASS Score  

(essay composition) 

Your Score Percentage of 1st year students at 

ACU 

11-12 Exceptional 5 

9-10 Exceeds expectations 22 

7-8 Meets expectations 48 

2-6 Below expectations 25 

 

CAAP 

CAAP scores assess general education skills such as writing, mathematics, and critical thinking.  CAAP scores 

range from 40 to 80 for mathematics and critical thinking and from 1-6 for writing. 

 

CAAP Score  

(critical thinking) 

Your Score Percentage of students with 45-70 

credits at ACU 

74-80 Exceptional 0 

68-73 Exceeds expectations 19 

57-67 Meets expectations 59 

40-56 Below expectations 22 

 

CAAP Score  

(mathematics) 

Your Score Percentage of students with 45-70 

credits at ACU 

67-80 Exceptional 0 

63-66 Exceeds expectations 7 

54-62 Meets expectations 78 

40-53 Below expectations 15 

 

CAAP Score  

(writing) 

Your Score Percentage of students with 45-70 

credits at ACU 

6 Exceptional 0 

5 Exceeds expectations 4 

3-4 Meets expectations 52 

1-2 Below expectations 44 
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Accommodation and Special Needs 
 

Arizona Christian University complies with the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 

of 1990 and Americans with Disabilities Amendments Act of 2008. We are committed to providing an equal 

opportunity educational experience for our students. Reasonable access accommodations will be granted to 

students who qualify. ACU prohibits discrimination on the basis of disability.  

 

Students who believe they require accommodations, even on a temporary basis, are required to make their 

requests in writing using the Accommodation Request and Documentation Form and document their disability in 

accordance with ACU policies and procedures. ACU may not be able to satisfy requests which are not made in a 

timely manner. Generally, disclosures and requests for accommodations must be made no later than four (4) 

weeks prior to the anticipated need. Accommodations are not retroactive. Please allow adequate time for 

evaluating documentation and arranging accommodations. 

 

Requirements for documentation at ACU are based on Association on Higher Education and Disability (AHEAD) 

Best Practices. Documentation of the disability must be current (not older than 1 year) and provided by a qualified 

health care professional such as a diagnosing or current physician, psychiatrist or psychologist. It must comply with 

the requirements for documentation outlined on the Accommodation Request and Documentation Form.  

 

Disability documentation must include the following: 
 

1. A specific diagnosis or description of the disability from a qualified health care professional such as a 

diagnosing or current physician, psychiatrist or psychologist. This must be current (not older than1 year). A high 

school IEP is not considered acceptable documentation. 

2. Description of all current functional limitations due to the disability on the studentõs ability to meet class 
requirements or participate in other ACU activities. 

3. A complete description of suggested accommodations that your qualified health care professional feels might 

assist in the educational environment. 

 

All documentation must be signed, dated and on the official letterhead of your qualified health care professional. A 

high school IEP is not considered acceptable documentation. Incomplete or inadequate documentation will be 

returned. 

 

ACU reserves the right to verify all professional documentation and determine reasonable accommodation for any 

disability, including learning disability. Please note that all costs associated with obtaining and providing the 

required professional documentation are borne by the student. 

 

The Academic Advising and Disability Office will provide the student with a written Accommodation Agreement 

Memorandum for the student to sign. Students who wish to appeal the decision or who have concerns about their 

accommodations should contact the Academic Advising and Disability Office. Formal complaints are reviewed in 

keeping with ACU policies as described in the Catalog and Student Handbook. 

 

 

Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 

(FERPA) 
 

Arizona Christian University, in compliance with the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 (FERPA), 

will maintain all student records in accordance with the provisions of the Act as amended. The information 

contained in the studentõs permanent educational record will be made available to the student but not to 

others without the studentõs written approval. The only exceptions are official members of the university staff 

who have a legitimate, professional need for access to the materials. 
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Choice of Catalog 
 

The University Catalog specifies each studentõs program of study and the academic regulations under which 

the student operates in effect at the time of enrollment.  However, a student may choose to graduate under 

the requirements of the current Catalog.  Students seeking certification to teach in Arizona must meet the 

requirements in effect at the time of their graduation regardless of the requirements listed in the Catalog at the 

time of their original enrollment. 

 

Any student who must reapply for admission will be admitted under the Catalog current at the time of re-

admittance. 

 

Standards of Progress 
 

Classification of Students 
 

Requirements for class standing are stated below in terms of semester hours for academic classification 

purposes: 

Classification Credit Hours 

Freshman       0-27       

Sophomore       28-59       

Junior       60-89       

Senior       90 or more 

 

Progress in Curriculum for Program of Full-Time Study 
 

Students will be considered to be making unsatisfactory progress if it becomes impossible for them to 

complete their program in the number of semesters shown in the following charts. 

 

BS or BA of less than 135 semester hours    11 Semesters 

BS or BA of more than 135 semester hours      13 Semesters   

AA 6 Semesters 

 

These semesters will be divided up into the following increments: 

 

Year Semester Hours 
First Year Complete a minimum of 21 semester hours 

Second Year Complete a minimum of 45 semester hours 

Third Year Complete a minimum of 69 semester hours 

Fourth Year Complete a minimum of 93 semester hours 

Fifth Year Complete a minimum of 120 semester hours 

Eleventh Semester Complete remainder of degree program 

 

Progress and Grade Point Average 
 

Arizona Christian University grades on a 4.0 academic grading system.  Students are expected to maintain a 

minimum 2.0 cumulative grade point average during their college career to be in good standing and making 

satisfactory progress.  A studentõs academic status will be checked at the end of each semester. 

 

A student who is in default on a federal loan or who owes a refund on federal aid is not considered in good 

standing for financial purposes.  
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A student not meeting the minimum cumulative grade point average noted above may be allowed to receive 

financial aid or scholarships for only one semester in an academic probation status, including probationary 

admissions. Students placed on academic probation will be allowed a maximum of one semester to meet 

satisfactory academic progress.   

 

Progress and Financial Aid 
 

A student must make satisfactory academic progress in order to continue to receive financial aid.  A student 

will not receive financial aid benefits when it becomes apparent that the student cannot complete a program of 

study in the maximum number of semesters for a full time student. 

 

Academic Alert 
 

Students will receive an Academic Alert from their instructors during the seventh week of the semester when 

their grade falls below a òCó.  The purpose of the Academic Alert is to inform the student of a potential problem 

while there is sufficient time in the semester to correct the deficiency.  The Academic Alert is a signal to the 

student to meet with the instructor to discuss the problem and plan a strategy to ensure the studentõs success 

in the class.  The studentõs advisor may be brought in to help. 

 

Academic Warning, Suspension, Probation and 

Dismissal Policies 
 

Academic Warning 
 

Students must maintain a Grade Point Average (GPA) of at least 2.0 each semester, and overall (cumulative) 

GPA of at least 2.0 and follow required Satisfactory Academic Pace as described in the ACU catalog in order to 

remain in good academic standing at the University. When a studentõs cumulative or semester GPA falls below 

a 2.0, the student will be placed on Academic and Financial Aid Warning. Students may also be placed on 

Academic and Financial Aid Warning for unsatisfactory progress in the curriculum or unsatisfactory academic 

pace as described in the current ACU Catalog. Students who are placed on Academic Warning will be notified in 

writing by the Registrar. Students may be allowed up to two semesters in which to remove the warning status. 

 

During the Academic Warning, a hold will be placed on the studentõs registration and he or she will be required 

to meet with an academic advisor and develop an academic contract before registering for subsequent 

semesters or sessions. Students are required to earn a GPA of at least 2.0 each semester, maintain a 

cumulative GPA of at least 2.0, and follow required Satisfactory Academic Pace for the warning status to be 

lifted.  When this is achieved, the warning hold will be removed, and the student will again be in good 

academic standing at the University. 

 

Financial aid may continue during the first semester of Academic Warning. If a studentõs cumulative or 

semester GPA falls below a 2.0 for a second consecutive semester, the student will be placed on Financial Aid 

Suspension. Financial aid will not be awarded while the student is on financial aid suspension.   

 

Academic Suspension 
 

If a studentõs cumulative or semester GPA falls below a 2.0 for a third consecutive semester, the student will 

be suspended from the University.  Suspended students will not be permitted to register for classes at the 

University or receive financial aid for at least one year. 

 

Suspended students may enroll in classes at another accredited college or university provided they receive 

prior approval as outline in the current ACU Catalog. See the Transfer Sections of the current ACU Catalog for 
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additional details. Please note that while ACU accepts credits from accredited institutions, grades and quality 

points do not transfer. Students are advised to consult with the Academic Advisor to ensure that they are 

enrolling in appropriate courses. 

  

Readmission to the University after Academic Suspension 
 

Students who have received an academic suspension must appeal for readmission to the Registrarõs Office 

who will forward the appeal to the Admissions Committee.  The appeal must be typed and document any 

serious, extenuating circumstances that explain the studentõs prior academic performance and detail a plan 

for improvement if readmitted to ACU. Students should also include transcripts of all coursework taken since 

last attending ACU. Readmission to the University after academic suspension is not automatic, even after the 

minimum one-year period.  

 

The letter and accompanying documentation must reach the Registrarõs Office early enough that a decision 

may be made regarding readmission and meet financial aid deadlines. All other provisions for returning to ACU 

apply. ACU may not be able to satisfy requests which are not made in a timely manner. Each appeal is 

considered carefully and individually on its own merits. The Admissions Committee will then decide whether 

readmission is warranted and notify the student in writing. 

 

Suspended students may enroll in Summer or Winter Session courses in order to attempt to improve their 

overall academic performance. If grades earned through Summer or Winter Session courses are sufficient to 

elevate the GPA above a suspendable status, the student may be readmitted in the subsequent semester 

without admission by filing a written appeal with the Registrarõs Office referencing the subsequent adjustment 

of the student's GPA. 

 

Students readmitted following academic suspension are placed on Academic Probation and are required to 

meet with an academic advisor and develop a readmission contract for at least one semester following their 

readmission regardless of their academic performance during any intervening Summer or Winter Sessions. The 

general terms of the contract are that the student receives a grade of C or higher, or P, in all classes attempted 

and earns a GPA of at least 2.0 for that semester. Additional terms, such as a decelerated program of study or 

completion of specific required or pre-requisite courses, may also be required. 

  

Students who meet the terms of the Readmission Contract and maintain a cumulative GPA of at least 2.0 will 

be taken off academic probation at the end of the contract term.  Students whose cumulative GPA is below 

2.0, however, will continue on Academic Probation until their cumulative GPA is 2.0 or above and are required 

to maintain a GPA of 2.0 or above for each semester enrolled. 

 

Academic Dismissal  
 

Students who do not meet the terms of the Academic Probation or Academic Readmission Contract or receive 

a second Academic Suspension will be Academically Dismissed from the University. This dismissal is 

considered final.  

 

Leave of Absence (LOA) 
 

Students who become unable to function at ACU due to physical or mental incapacity or serious medical or 

psychological conditions that prohibit their remaining on campus may qualify for a Leave of Absence (LOA), 

pending approval of the Academic Standards Committee. In order to obtain a LOA, students must complete a 

Request for Leave of Absence form that includes a diagnosis by a qualified health care professional such as a 

physician, psychiatrist or psychologist, and return it to the Registrarõs Office. All materials submitted will be 

confidentiality maintained. The Academic Standards Committee will then determine if a LOA can be approved. 

If granted, the leave begins on the date the Academic Standards Committee approves the request and 

continues for up to but no longer than one calendar year. The Registrarõs Office then completes the withdrawal 

from courses. Leaves are not retroactive and students may not apply for a LOA for a semester or session which 
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has ended. Because of the special circumstances and requirements surrounding a LOA, students on leave are 

advised by the Disability Services Academic Advisor. 

 

Non-medical reasons for a LOA may include foreseen and unforeseen circumstances such as jury duty, military 

duty, or serious extenuating circumstances verified by signed and dated documentation. In accordance with 

ACU policies and procedures and applicable law, students may be placed on involuntary LOA by the Dean of 

Students if they pose a direct threat or high probability of substantial harm to themselves or others in the ACU 

community. Additional conditions for return and re-enrollment may be stipulated in addition to those usually 

required for a LOA. Students required to take an involuntary LOA may be required to undergo individualized 

and objective medical or psychological assessment by a qualified health care professional designated by the 

college and sign medical records release forms authorizing sharing of medical records with ACU. A mandatory 

LOA may also be imposed on students failing or refusing to undergo such evaluation or sign required release 

forms. The student may appeal this decision to the Academic Standards Committee within 14 calendar days of 

notification. The involuntary LOA will remain in effect during the appeal. The Academic Standards Committee 

may either cancel or continue the involuntary LOA. The decision of the Academic Standards Committee is final. 

The Dean of Students will notify students in writing of the committeeõs decision.  

 

Students granted a LOA retain their in-school status but earn no academic credit for the duration of leave. The 

transcript notation òLó is assigned instead of a letter grade which will indicate the fact of the LOA and its 

effective dates. Student use of ACU facilities and faculty time is suspended while on the approved leave. Only 

academic services or facilities generally available to the public can be used during the LOA. Students are not 

able to participate in campus housing while on a LOA. Contact the Business Office, Registrar and Student Life 

for financial clearance and refund determination.  In order to process the LOA, students must complete and 

submit to the Registrarõs Office a Leave of Absence (LOA) Clearance Form. Clearance from all departments 

listed on this form is mandatory for the LOA to be considered official.  

 

In most cases, non-resident students may not remain in the U.S. in F-1 or J-1 during a non-medical leave of 

absence. Currently, the only exception to these rules is an approved medical leave of absence. Non-Resident 

students must meet with an ISSS Advisor/Designated School Official (DSO) before requesting a Leave of 

Absence.  

Students who are receiving federal financial aid must read, understand, and agree to follow Federal Title IV 

and Title VII leave of absence regulations in accordance with ACU policy, which may affect the amount of 

financial assistance they receive and their deferment options. For information, see the current Financial Aid 

section of this catalog. Before final approval for a requested leave of absence, students are required to meet 

with a Financial Aid Advisor who will provide information regarding loan obligations, possible revisions to aid 

packages, deferment options, and consequences of not returning to ACU at the expiration of the leave of 

absence. This meeting may occur in person, telephonically or via email. If the student cannot be contacted by 

these methods, the financial aid advisor will mail exit interview materials containing information on borrower 

rights/responsibilities, loan repayment options, loan deferment options, consolidation, total loan indebtedness 

and consequences of default directly to the student at their last known address.  

Return and re-enrollment from a LOA is contingent on a written evaluation by a qualified health care 

professional such as a physician, psychiatrist or psychologist and an administrative approval from the 

Registrar. Return and re-enrollment of students granted a LOA for non-medical reasons depends on individual 

circumstances as decided on a case-by-case basis. Students must complete a Return from Leave of Absence 

form and return it along with all supporting documentation to the Registrarõs Office. Pre-registration will be 

cancelled if return is not granted by the first day of the semester in which the student is requesting to return. 

Students applying for financial aid for the semester in which they anticipate return and re-enrollment, must 

submit all documentation early enough that a decision may be made regarding the return from LOA and meet 

financial aid deadlines. Once re-enrolled at ACU, you may submit a request for housing. All other provisions for 

returning to ACU apply. ACU may not be able to satisfy requests which are not made in a timely manner. ACU 

reserves the right to verify all professional documentation. Please note that all costs associated with obtaining 

and providing the required professional documentation for the LOA and return from LOA are borne by the student.  
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It is expected that students will make up coursework missed due to a LOA by the end of the semester following 

their return from the Leave; in any case, it must be made up within one calendar year immediately following 

the first day of the semester of their return and re-enrollment. Please note that the process for making up class 

work missed due to a LOA is the prerogative of the affected faculty and Department as communicated to 

students by the Academic Standards Committee. This determination may be conditioned on space availability 

and students may be held to new program requirements upon their return. Meeting individually with faculty 

and completing coursework missed due to a leave is considered the responsibility of the student. 

Students who fail to return from a LOA at the end of the approved period are considered to have withdrawn 

from ACU as of the first day in which the leave of absence was granted. In the event of serious extenuating 

circumstances verified by signed and dated documentation, students may apply to extend an approved LOA by 

submitting a new Request for Leave of Absence to the Academic Standards Committee. Such extensions are 

limited to one additional academic year, are not retroactive, and must be requested prior to the expiration of 

the original leave. Please note that students on a LOA for more than four consecutive semesters (summer 

sessions not included), are considered to have withdrawn from ACU as of the first day in which the leave of 

absence was granted and must reapply for admission to the university. 

 

Withdrawal from the University 
 

To receive an official withdrawal from the University, one must follow these steps: 

 

1. Discuss the circumstances with oneõs advisor, Dean of Students, Financial Aid, and the Registrarõs  

Office to be sure the consequences of this action are fully understood. 

2. Obtain and complete a Withdrawal Slip from the Registrarõs Office. 

3. Obtain clearance from the Library. 

4. Obtain final approval from the Business Office, and leave the completed form there. 

 

An official withdrawal includes the payment of all financial obligations or the establishment of arrangements 

satisfactory to the Business Office.  Failure to withdraw properly will result in the forfeiture of any refunds, and 

a grade of òFó will be awarded for each course in progress at the time of the unofficial withdrawal.  If there are 

no outstanding financial obligations, a transcript of credits may be sent to another institution upon written 

request by the student.  A student who withdraws two successive semesters must petition the Academic 

Standards Committee for readmission. 

 

Requirements for Graduation 
 

A candidate for graduation must fulfill the following requirements: 

 

1. Evidence Christian character through stability and cooperation in accomplishing the objectives of the 

college. 

 

2. Complete the minimum required courses for a given program.  At least 30 of the total hours shall have 

been taken at Arizona Christian University for the award of any degree.  Bachelor degree students are 

expected to be in residence for the last two semesters preceding graduation.  At least 48 hours of course 

requirements must be upper level (300-400). 

 

3. Take the Bible Content Exam. 

 

4. Earn an overall grade point average (GPA) of 2.0 in all certificate and degree programs (except for the 

Education Program that requires an overall GPA of 2.5) and a GPA of 2.5 in the major courses in all 

bachelor degree programs. 

 

5. Complete Christian Service with satisfactory performance. 
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6. Fulfill all requirements in the chosen field of study. 

 

7. File an application for graduation through the Registrarõs Office before the end of October preceding the 
final semester of course work. A non-refundable graduation fee must be paid in the Business Office and 

the receipt for the fee must accompany the application for graduation. 

 

8. Pay in full all outstanding accounts or make satisfactory arrangements with the Business Office. 

 

9. Receive approval for graduation from the Faculty and Board of Trustees. 

 

All students are required to complete satisfactorily all requirements prior to participation in Commencement 

exercises. 

Graduation Honors 
 

Graduation honors are awarded to students who have met the following requirements in overall GPA: 

  

 

3.40  cum laude 

3.60  magna cum laude 

3.80  summa cum laude 

 
 

Commencement Ceremony and Walk Policy 
 

There is currently only one commencement ceremony per year where we award degrees publicly. The 

ceremony is held in the month of May. Participation in the annual commencement ceremony held in May is 

open to students who have applied to graduate in the current spring semester or who graduated in the 

preceding fall semester or summer session. Students who graduate in August or December are invited to the 

May commencement immediately following successful completion of all the requirements necessary for their 

degrees.  

 

Students who apply for graduation are eligible to participate in the commencement ceremony provided they 

have successfully fulfilled all of the Requirements for Graduation outlined in the ACU Catalog and file an 

application for graduation through the Registrarõs Office before at the beginning of their final semester but no 

later than the following deadlines: 

 

February 1 - for students completing degree requirements in the spring semester and for summer 

graduates who are eligible for Permission to Walk.  

July 1 - for students completing degree requirements in the summer sessions.  

October 1 - for students completing the degree requirements in the fall semester. 

 

 A non-refundable graduation fee must be paid in the Business Office and the receipt for the fee must 

accompany the application for graduation.  

 

Students who apply for graduation and are eligible to participate in the commencement ceremony will be 

notified in writing that they have been tentatively cleared for commencement and granted Permission to Walk 

in the May ceremony. The Registrarõs Office will send information regarding caps and gowns and the dates, 

times, and locations of commencement and any related ceremonies. 

  

Please note that students who have been tentatively cleared for participation in the commencement ceremony, 

are not guaranteed final clearance until passing final grades are posted for remaining required course work. 

 

Students who have successfully completed all the requirements necessary for their degrees and tentatively 

cleared for participation in commencement are required to attend the commencement ceremony. In 
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extenuating circumstances, a student may be excused and graduate in absentia, but only when written petition 

is made to the Academic Standards Committee and approval is given.  

 

Students who file an application for graduation but have not satisfactorily completed all requirements will not 

be cleared for participation in commencement and must re-apply for another commencement ceremony once 

they successfully fulfill all of the Requirements for Graduation outlined in the ACU Catalog. 

 

Those students who are within 6 credit hours of completion of all Requirements for Graduation outlined in the 

ACU Catalog that will be fully completed the Summer or Fall semester immediately following the May 

commencement, may petition their Department for an exception to the commencement policy and permission 

to walk. Students must complete a Permission to Walk form available from the Registrarõs Office. The form 

must be approved by the Department Chair of the Department(s) from which the student will graduate and 

returned to the Registrarõs Office. Education majors should contact the Education Department Chair for 

additional eligibility requirements for an exception to this policy and permission to walk. The Registrar will then 

determine if an exception to the commencement policy and permission to walk can be granted. Final decisions 

must be approved by the Academic Dean. If approved, the student will be notified in writing that they have 

been granted Permission to Walk in the May ceremony. The Registrarõs Office will send information regarding 

caps and gowns and the dates, times, and locations of commencement and any related ceremonies. The 

maximum of 6 credit hours is not subject to petition. 

 

Note: students within 6 credits of completion of all Requirements for Graduation outlined in the ACU Catalog 

who are granted Permission to Walk in accordance with this policy are not considered May graduates, but 

considered graduates of the graduation term immediately following completion of all Requirements for 

Graduation outlined in the ACU Catalog.  

  

Permission to participate in commencement ceremonies in accordance with this policy does not constitute the 

granting of the degree or a guarantee thereof. While all names will be read aloud as students walk across the 

stage, no degree will be granted until all requirements are completed, financial accounts are cleared and any 

holds removed. Once the Registrarõs Office receives notification that all requirements are completed, your 

degree will be awarded and your diploma will be ordered. Diplomas are mailed to the studentõs permanent 

home address approximately 6 - 8 weeks following the date of degree conferral. It is the studentõs 

responsibility to keep this address current. Diplomas will not be forwarded by the Post Office. 

 

 

Requests for Transcripts and Placement Folders  
 

The university will supply a copy of the studentõs academic transcript and placement folder for a fee of $5.00 

upon written request from the student.  Additional copies may also be obtained from the office of the Registrar 

by written request and accompanied by a fee of $5.00 per copy.  The university does not keep placement 

folders that are more than ten years old. 

 

All financial accounts must be paid in full or satisfactory arrangements made, before transcripts and 

placement folders will be released. 

 

Petitions for Exceptions to Academic Policies and 

Procedures 
 

Students who wish to petition for an exception to an established Arizona Christian University academic policy or 

procedure must submit a petition to the Academic Standards Committee. The petition may be used to request 

an exception to any academic policy or to request a retroactive procedure.  

 

The committee does not approve petitions automatically. The petition must clearly establish why the student 

should be granted an exception to existing academic policy or failed to use appropriate procedures before the 
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required deadline. Signed and dated documentation must be provided to establish that circumstances warrant 

the exception.  

 

A petition is not required for correcting registration errors before the deadline, instructor initiated grade 

changes, and advisor approved course substitutions based on course equivalency. All other exceptions to 

degree requirements require a petition.  

 

Retroactive requests for registration, withdrawal, incompletes or grade changes also require a petition and the 

appropriate form. The appropriate form should be completed and filed with the petition. These requests are 

reviewed by the Registrar's office and forwarded to the Academic Standards Committee for approval.  

 

Submission of Petitions  
 

Before submitting a petition for an exception to an academic policy or procedure, students should contact their 

academic advisor. The academic advisor will review the student's petition and then forward to the Academic 

Standards Committee. Non-degree seeking students should submit their materials to the Chair of the 

Department in which they are enrolled.  

 

Notification 
 

A letter indicating if a petition has been approved or denied is sent from the Academic Standards Committee to 

the student within ten business days of the date that the committee reviews the petition. A copy of the letter is 

sent to the academic advisor who forwarded the petition to the Academic Standards Committee, the Academic 

Dean, Business Office, and Registrarõs Office.  

 

Approved Petitions  
 

If a petition is approved, the Academic Standards Committee will forward the appropriate form(s) and initiate 

the appropriate action with the Academic Dean, Business Office or Registrar. The Business office is notified 

and the student's account will be billed any applicable tuition and fees resulting from an approved action such 

as retroactive registration. Tuition and fees are based on the current tuition and fee schedule and student's 

registration status. Applicable late payment fees or late registration fees may be assessed for approved 

retroactive registration. In the case of retroactive registration or grade changes, after the student has paid all 

applicable tuition and fees, the Registrar will add the approved course and request a grade from the 

appropriate instructor or department.  

 

Denied Petitions  
 

If the petition is denied, a letter is sent from the Academic Standards Committee to the student within ten 

business days of the date that the committee reviewed the petition. A copy of the letter will be sent to the 

academic advisor who forwarded the petition to the Academic Standards Committee, the Academic Dean, 

Business Office, and Registrar. 

  

Academic Programs 
  

Arizona Christian University offers excellent preparation for students with an Associate of Arts degree, and a 

variety of undergraduate majors and minors as well as an evening accelerated degree completion program for 

working adults. ACU also offers pre-professional advising programs designed to prepare students to apply to 

graduate and professional schools as well as honors, internship, travel study and service learning 

opportunities.  
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Associate Degree  
  

An Associate degree is a two-year degree designed for students who desire to complete two years of university 

in the context of a Christian worldview.  An Associate degree consists primarily of basic courses all university 

students must take, but they are taught from a distinctly Christian perspective and commitment. In addition, 

the degree includes Bible and theology courses that are foundational to a Christian education.  An Associate 

degree is a starting point for a student who is seeking Godõs will but is presently unclear about the direction 

God is leading.    

  

Associate of Arts Program Objectives 
  

The student who completes the Associate of Arts Degree will be able to: 

  

Á         Organize and communicate thoughts clearly through writing and speaking skills. 

Á         Demonstrate a foundational knowledge of the Scriptures and of theological issues. 

Á         Acquire knowledge of basic scientific principles common to scientific inquiry and research. 

Á         Function effectively as a lay person in a local church or Christian ministry so they can engage the world   

effectively for Jesus Christ. 

  

Suggested Schedule of Study: Associate of Arts (62 hours) 
 

Freshman Year 

 

Course 

Prefix 

Course Title Credits 

CMI 101 Spiritual Life in Community 3 

BIB 104 Genesis-Song of Solomon 3 

ENG 101 English Composition I 3 

HIS 101 World History I 3 

___ ___ Elective 3 

 TOTAL 15 hours 

 

BIB 101 Biblical Interpretation  3 

ENG 102 English Composition II 3 

HIS 102 World History II 3 

MAT/HIS Elective 3 

PSY 202 General Psychology 3 

 TOTAL 15 hours 
 

Sophomore Year 
 

BIB 207 Gospels 3 

COM 201 Oral Communication 3 

HIS___  Elective 3 

 Elective 3 

BIO 100 Survey of Biological Science w/Lab 4 

 TOTAL 16 hours 

 

BIB 208 Acts-Revelation 3 

EED 202 Introduction to Art & Music 3 

PSC 100 Survey of Physical Science w/Lab 4 

___ ___ Elective 3 

___ ___ Elective 3 

 TOTAL 16 hours 
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Bachelor Degrees 
 

Bachelor of Science degrees at Arizona Christian University are offered in seven departments of study: 

Behavioral Studies, Biblical Studies, Business Administration, Christian Ministries, Education and Music.  

 

Behavioral Studies 
 

Behavioral Studies at Arizona Christian University 
 

The Behavioral Studies department offers two distinct majors: one in Behavioral Health and one in Family 

Studies.  These are programs that allow students to better understand what constitutes psychological, 

emotional, and behavioral well-being for both individuals and families.  Their coursework also gives them skills 

to intervene and facilitate behavioral health and family functioning in a variety of ways.   

 

The Behavioral Studies majors are taught from a distinctly Biblical perspective and include 18 hours of Bible.  

In addition, all of our instructors have had experience as licensed clinicians.  Our curriculum will challenge you 

academically, but more importantly, it will stretch you spiritually.  At Arizona Christian University, we prepare 

you to work in the mental health field as a professional with utmost Christian character. 

 

What can I do with a major in Behavioral Health? 
 

A large number of our graduates have gone on to achieve masterõs degrees in counseling or marriage and 

family therapy.  Their ACU degrees have given them good preparation for advanced training.  All of our 

graduates are qualified to work in a variety of mental health organizations such as residential treatment 

programs, social service agencies, and inpatient psychiatric units.  They work as intake counselors, case 

managers, behavioral health technicians, etc.  When the Family Studies minor is chosen, Behavioral Health 

majors can qualify for provisional certification as Family Life Educators.* 

 

What can I do with a major in Family Studies? 
 

Students who select the Family Studies Major can immediately receive provisional certification as Family Life 

Educators.*    Family Life Educators provide support and information to help families establish and enrich their 

relationships and teach the skills necessary to negotiate typical family transitions.  Family Life Educators work 

in a variety of settings including human services, community education and county extension, parenting 

education, health-care, caregiver support and long-term care programs, churches, the military, premarital and 

marriage education programs, family law, mediation, adoption support, colleges and universities, curriculum 

development, administration, grant-writing and public policy.   

 
* The designation òCertified Family Life Educatoró is granted by the National Council on Family Relations (NCFR).  The 

Behavioral Studies Program at Arizona Christian University is the only school in the state of Arizona that has been 

recognized by NCFR as providing appropriate training for this certification.  Upon graduation, students who have completed 

these requirements will automatically be granted provisional certification when they apply.  They will be fully certified upon 

completion of required supervised experience. 

 

Behavioral Studies Objectives 
 

The student will: 

 

Á Understand the historical development of the behavioral studies fields and its importance to the 

helping professions. 

Á Learn the various theories regarding influences on personality and behavior, and evaluate according 

to a biblical understanding of humankind. 
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Á Identify characteristics of normal and abnormal human behavior, including etiology, assessment, and 

treatment. 

Á Explore the relationship of behavioral studies to other disciplines, especially that of Christian theology 

and ministry. 

Á Utilize skills of listening and guidance in an ethical manner to assist others in making effective 

changes in their attitudes and behaviors. 
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Bachelor of Science in Behavioral Health 

Degree Requirements 

Total Minimum Hours Required: 128 
 

Courses are listed by category, not in the order they should be taken. See Academic Advisor for sequence.  
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Bachelor of Science in Behavioral Health Major with Family Studies Minor 

Degree Requirements 

Total Minimum Hours Required: 128 
 

Courses are listed by category, not in the order they should be taken. See Academic Advisor for sequence.  
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Bachelor of Science in Family Studies 

Degree Requirements 

Total Minimum Hours Required: 128 
 
Courses are listed by category, not in the order they should be taken. See Academic Advisor for sequence.  
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Biblical Studies 
 

Biblical Studies at Arizona Christian University  
 

Biblical Studies compliments General Education by offering the student a contemporary, academic study of the 

Bible. Using the grammatical-historical method of interpretation, courses provide foundational knowledge of 

the Old and New Testament, which affords a basis on which to construct well-reasoned theological principles 

and personal applications. In addition, the student develops an understanding of other worldviews, religions, 

and contemporary issues. To be accepted as a Bible major the student must have an overall GPA of 2.5 and a 

3.0 GPA in Bible Courses.  All faculty members are conservative evangelical Christians but realize that 

intellectual honesty demands exposing the students to differing points of view in order to prepare them for 

contemporary life.   

 

What can I do with a major in Biblical Studies?  
 

The Bible ranks not only as the most widely read book in the world, but also it remains the most powerful tool 

for Christian service. The study of the Bible requires the student to deal with complex and sometimes 

contentious issues that can function as excellent preparation for many professions as well as vocational 

ministry. According to surveys of our graduates, while some students obtain additional degrees and pursue 

careers in ministry, many others have gone to law school, enrolled in other graduate programs, and have 

pursued varied professional occupations. Clearly, this illustrates that a major in Biblical Studies prepares 

students for many diverse careers.  

 

Biblical Studies Objectives ð Courses will enable students to:  
 

1. Demonstrate a working knowledge of the historical, literary, and theological content of the Bible.  

2. Apply the principles of biblical interpretation to the Word of God.  

3. Develop doctrinal positions consistent with conservative Evangelicalism on key theological issues.  

4. Apply the Word of God personally and professionally as faithful disciples of Christ.  

 

 

ADMITTANCE TO THE BIBLICAL STUDIES DEGREE PROGRAM 
 

In order to become a candidate for the Biblical Studies degree, students must satisfy the following 

requirements. Students may apply during the semester they complete the requirements and reach a total of at 

least 45 semester hours. 

 

1.  Minimum overall GPA of 2.5. 

2. Completion of ENG 101 and ENG 102 with a grade of òCó or higher (A=4.0) at ACU or an approved 

regionally-accredited institution of higher learning. 

3. Minimum GPA of 3.0 in Bible Classes. 

 

Students must submit the completed application to the Department Chair before 5:00 p.m. on the third Friday 

of the semester prior to the semester in which you wish to be admitted to this major.  Students will be notified 

about the outcome of their application by email during the fifth week of the semester in which they apply.  

Contact your faculty advisor for assistance.  It is your responsibility to initiate the required paperwork. 

 

Admission to Arizona Christian University does not guarantee acceptance into the Biblical Studies Program 
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Bachelor of Science in Biblical Studies 

Degree Requirements 

Total Minimum Hours Required: 128 
 
Courses are listed by category, not in the order they should be taken. See Academic Advisor for sequence.  
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Business Administration 
 

Business Administration at Arizona Christian University 
 

The Business Administration major at Arizona Christian University is designed for individuals who want to serve 

companies and non-profit organizations in leadership roles.  Coursework in the program is designed to develop 

business skills such as planning, leadership, marketing, and interpreting financial results.  The program is 

taught through the framework of a Christian worldview, designed to help students integrate their faith with 

their personal and professional lives. 

 

What can I do with a major in Business Administration? 
 

Demand for business administration graduates remains strong, and overall salaries are high.  With a degree in 

business administration, graduates can pursue careers in: 

 human resource management 

 sales and marketing 

 retail management 

 financial planning 

 investment advisory and stock brokerage 

 banking 

 management and administration of non-profit agencies 

 government service 

 and many other areas 

Personal traits needed for success in a business career include quantitative skills, human relations skills, 

analytical and problem-solving skills, and a large dose of good judgment and common sense. 

 

Business Administration Objectives ð Courses will enable students to: 
 

1.  Utilize knowledge and skills associated with accounting, economics, marketing, management, and finance 

      to make effective business decisions. 

2.  Integrate the above fields in problem analysis and the development of organizational strategy.  

3.  Demonstrate, through personal conduct and behavior, an appreciation for meeting deadlines, following  

     directions, dependability, responsibility, and punctuality.  
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Bachelor of Science in Business Administration 

Degree Requirements 

Total Minimum Hours Required: 125 
 
Courses are listed by category, not in the order they should be taken. See Academic Advisor for sequence.  
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Christian Ministries 
 

Christian Ministries at Arizona Christian University 
 

The Christian Ministries major is designed for students who desire to minister in the local church or in church-

related ministries.  The Christian Ministries major core includes the philosophical and theological bases of 

ministry and focuses also on the practical aspects of putting theory into practice in the real world. 

 

In addition to the core courses, students in the Christian Ministries major may choose an eighteen to twenty-

one credit hour minor in business, behavioral studies, music, or youth ministry.  A Christian Ministries major 

without a minor may take a variety of professional courses to fulfill the required program of study. 

 

What can I do with a major in Christian Ministries? 
 

As a Christian Ministries major, you are trained in every dimension of life ð academically, socially, and 

doctrinally.  But the overriding influence of an Arizona Christian University education is the person of Christ and 

your service to Him.  Our Christian Ministries graduates currently serve in virtually every facet of ministry as 

youth pastors, associate pastors, musicians, and missionaries.  Others serve in the secular world as business 

professionals, counselors, and music/worship leaders. 
 

Christian Ministries Major Objectives: 
 

The Christian Ministries major is designed for those who desire to minister in the church or in other related 

ministries.  The core of the Christian Ministries major includes: 

 

1. Emphasis on being a passionate sold-out follower of Christ 

2. Understanding the history, philosophy, and theology of ministry 

3. Experiencing the practical aspects of ministry 
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Bachelor of Science in Christian Ministries 

Degree Requirements 

Total Minimum Hours Required: 122 
 
Courses are listed by category, not in the order they should be taken. See Academic Advisor for sequence.  
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Bachelor of Science in Christian Ministries with Business Minor 

Degree Requirements 

Total Minimum Hours Required: 125 
 
Courses are listed by category, not in the order they should be taken. See Academic Advisor for sequence.  
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Bachelor of Science in Christian Ministries with Communications Minor 

Degree Requirements 

Total Minimum Hours Required: 125 
 
Courses are listed by category, not in the order they should be taken. See Academic Advisor for sequence.  

 

 

 
BEH 311 Principles of Counseling 3 hrs

ENG 101 English Composition I * 3 hrs CMI 497 Internship 3 hrs

ENG 102 English Composition II 3 hrs

COM 201 Oral Communications 3 hrs COM 202 Technological Communications 3 hrs

ENG 203 Introduction to Cinema 3 hrs

ENG 320 Advanced Oral Communications 3 hrs

PHI 201 Ethics 3 hrs BUS 350 Principles of Marketing 3 hrs

BEH 418 Social Psychology 3hrs

ENG 201 Introduction to Literature 3 hrs

EED 202 Introduction to Art and Music 3 hrs ENG 396 Yearbook Preparation 2 hrs

ENG 203 Introduction to Cinema 3 hrs COM 496 Travel Study Experience 1-3hrs

PHI 301 Logic 3 hrs COM 498 Independent Study in Communications1-3hrs

CMI 102 Intercultural Studies 3 hrs COM 499 Special Topics 1-3hrs

HIS Any course with HIS prefix 3 hrs CMI 102 Intercultural Study 3 hrs

BIB 101 Biblical Interpretation 3 hrs

6 hrs BIB 104 Genesis-Song of Solomon 3 hrs

BIB 108 Prophets 3 hrs

BIB 207 Gospels 3 hrs

BIB 208 Acts-Revelation 3 hrs

BIB 301 Systematic Theology I 3 hrs

BUS 232 Personal Money Management 3 hrs

CED 301 Foundations of Christian Education 3 hrs

BIO 100 Survey of Biological Science with Lab4 hrs CED 412 Principles of Teaching 3 hrs

BIO 181 General Biology with Lab 4 hrs CMI 420 Christian Ministries Capstone 3 hrs

EDU 312 Human Development 3 hrs

PSC 100 Survey of Physical Science with Lab 4 hrs

CHM 151 General Chemistry I with Lab 4 hrs

GEO 101 Introduction to Geography with Lab 4 hrs PHI 101 Philosophy 3 hrs

PHY 111 General Physics I with Lab 4 hrs BIB 402 Introduction to Biblical Communications3 hrs

FAM 316 Family Structure and Function 3 hrs

BIB Bible Intensive 6 hrs

Electives 9 hrs

MAT 102 Intermediate Algebra* 3 hrs

MAT 111 Mathematical Concepts* 3 hrs

MAT 112 College Algebra* 3 hrs

CSC 101Computer Literacy 3 hrs

CMI 101 Spiritual Life in Community 3 hrs

Technological Literacy (3 credits)

*ACU mathematics proficiency and placement required

Select one Mathematics course (3 credits) from the following:

Biblical Integration (3 credits)

Must select one Physical Science (4 credits) from the following:

Mathematics* (3 credits)

Select two courses from the following:

Must select one Biology (4 credits) from the following:

Behavioral and Social Sciences (9 credits)

Select one course from the following:

Select two courses from the following:

BEH, 

ECO, HIS, 

POL, PSY, 

FAM

BEH (Behavioral Studies), ECO 

(Economics), HIS (History), POL (Political 

Science), PSY (Psychology), FAM (Family 

Studies)

Biological and Physical Sciences (8 Credits)

General Education Requirements (44 credits) Communications Minor (21 credits)

Communications (9 credits)

* Note: ACU English Proficiency and placement required

Arts and Humanities (9 credits)

Select four courses from the following unless taken as a General 

Education Requirement:

Select 3 credits* from the following:

Electives (24 credits)

Core Requirements

Academic Major (36 credits)

*Or other upper-division humanities electives approved by the 

communications faculty coordinator.
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Bachelor of Science in Christian Ministries with Counseling Minor 

Degree Requirements 

Total Minimum Hours Required: 125 
 
Courses are listed by category, not in the order they should be taken. See Academic Advisor for sequence.  
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Bachelor of Science in Christian Ministries with Music Minor 

Degree Requirements 

Total Minimum Hours Required: 125 
 
Courses are listed by category, not in the order they should be taken. See Academic Advisor for sequence.  
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Bachelor of Science in Christian Ministries with World Missions Minor 

Degree Requirements 

Total Minimum Hours Required: 125 
 
Courses are listed by category, not in the order they should be taken. See Academic Advisor for sequence.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 






















































































































































